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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING. 

July ,  1952. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951.  On  the 
whole  it  has  been  a  satisfactory  year  so  far  as  infectious  diseases 
are  concerned.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  was  no  case 
of  diphtheria  and  the  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  showed  a 
decrease.  The  incidence  of  measles  was  quite  high  although  long¬ 
term  complications  appear  to  have  been  very  few. 

I  would  say  that  the  most  remarkable  feature  about  the  prevalence 
of  infectious  disease  was  the  incidence  of  respiratory  infections  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  Whether  this  was  a  true  influenza  or  an 
illness  of  an  influenzal  type  is  not  certain,  but  study  of  the  figures 
will  show  that  an  increased  number  of  elderly  people  died  in  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  with  pneumonia  or  some  other  respiratory 
complaint. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  who  were 
notified  was  the  smallest  since  1940,  and  I  am  bold  enough  to  suggest 
that  we  may  be  seeing  the  beginnings  of  a  decline  in  the  incidence 
of  this  disease.  The  number  of  deaths  shows  a  steady  decline  and 
it  is  pleasant  to  be  informed  by  the  Chest  Physician  that  95  cases 
were  removed  from  the  Clinic  Register  as  having  recovered  from  the 
disease.  The  shortage  of  hospital  beds  for  tuberculosis  has  continued 
unfortunately,  but  I  think  credit  must  be  given  to  the  Chest 
Physician  and  his  colleagues  for  the  way  they  have  combined 
domiciliary  treatment  with  hospitalisation. 

During  the  year  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  a  visit  from 
the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  and  it  will  be  seen  that  32  unsuspected 
sputum  positive  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  detected. 

Study  of  the  table  and  the  causes  and  ages  of  death  emphasises 
the  fact  that  the  majority  of  deaths  are  due  to  the  degenerative 
cardiovascular  lesions  which  one  would  expect  in  an  ageing 
population  such  as  ours.  Probably  cancer  is  the  disease  which  is 
the  greatest  menace  in  middle  life  and  it  is  regrettable  to  have  to 
report  that  cancer  of  the  lung  killed  as  man}?'  men  as  did  pulmonary 
tuberculosis.  This  figure  is  tending  to  rise  and  it  looks  like  presenting 
quite  a  serious  problem  in  the  years  to  come. 
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The  section  of  the  report  which  deals  with  the  Sanitary  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  town  is  a  long  one,  but  I  am  sure  it  will  repay  careful 
study.  In  these  days  of  expensive  and  glamorous  methods  of  medical 
treatment  there  is  a  danger  of  forgetting  the  unobtrusive  but 
steady  work  which  goes  on  to  maintain  the  purity  of  the  water 
supply,  the  removal  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  sewage,  the  regular 
supervision  and  sampling  of  food  supplies,  and  the  hundred  and  one 
other  tasks  which  are  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
section  of  this  Department. 

Possibly  our  greatest  single  problem  in  our  work  is  the  continued 
shortage  of  adequate  housing  accommodation  at  a  reasonable  rent. 
Not  only  are  Council  houses  not  being  erected  at  a  rate  sufficiently 
rapid  to  keep  pace  with  the  demand,  but  we  are  seeing  the  un¬ 
fortunate  spectacle  of  old  houses  deteriorating  because  of  inadequate 
maintenance.  One  has  the  impression  that  a  lot  of  this  inadequate 
maintenance  is  due  to  the  financial  inability  of  the  landlords  to 
maintain  the  property.  I  would  like  to  express  the  hope  that 
before  long  some  scheme  can  be  evolved  which  will  make  it 
economically  possible  and  advantageous  for  landlords  to  spend  more 
money  on  their  property.  If  not,  there  will  surely  come  a  time  when 
it  will  not  be  possible  for  us  to  provide  the  normal  replacements  of 
wear  and  tear  let  alone  be  able  to  relieve  the  shortages  occasioned 
by  overcro  wding . 

One  of  the  most  unfortunate  features  of  the  present  position  is 
that  it  appears  to  be  virtually  impossible  for  a  newly  married  couple 
to  obtain  a  Council  house  and  thus  start  to  rear  their  families  under 
reasonable  circumstances.  I  am  quite  sure  that  having  to  start 
married  life  with  relatives  or  in  lodgings  is  prejudicing  the  happiness 
of  many  couples  and  such  children  as  may  arrive.  I  wonder  whether 
the  time  has  not  come  for  the  reconsideration  of  our  attitude 
towards  the  priority  classes  for  rehousing  in  Council  houses.  The 
only  alternative  so  often  is  for  young  people  to  purchase  a  house 
on  borrowed  money  and  it  seems  to  me  that  they  will  be  virtually 
bankrupt  for  a  great  portion  of  their  married  life  as  a  result  of  this. 

The  difficulties  of  housing  are  by  no  means  confined  to  newly 
married  people.  The  housing  of  the  aged  presents  special  problems. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision  of  maisonettes  or 
bungalows  for  old  people,  but  whether  these  will  be  acceptable  to 
the  majority  of  old  people  remains  to  be  seen.  There  are  very  large 
conservative  forces  at  work  in  the  aged  and  their  reluctance  to  move 
from  the  home  which  they  have  known  for  many  years  is  very 
understandable.  So  far  we  have  not  sufficient  of  this  type  of 
accommodation  on  which  to  form  an  opinion. 

A  certain  amount  of  quiet  progress  has  been  made  in  the  provision 
of  further  accommodation  in  the  hostels  for  old  people :  full  details 
will  be  found  in  •  the  report.  Two  hostels  were  opened  during  the 
year,  viz,  Warren  House  for  women  and  Parkhurst  for  men. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  these  two  hostels  are  much  appreciated 
by  the  residents  there,  but  I  am  becoming  very  doubtful  about 
the  wisdom  of  adapting  private  houses  for  this  purpose.  It  seems 
to  me  that  any  future  development  should  take  place  by  means  of 
single-storey  extensions.  We  do  find  that  there  is  an  increasing 
shortage  of  ground  floor  accommodation  and  even  one  or  two  steps 
can  be  very  difficult  for  some  old  people. 

Lastly,  I  would  make  some  comments  about  our  experience  of 
the  working  of  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  These 
comments  are  in  addition  to  those  which  will  be  found  in  the  body  of 
the  report.  The  attendances  at  our  Ante-natal  Clinics  have  declined 
considerably;  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  all  women  are  given  an 
opportunity  of  engaging  their  own  doctor  to  look  after  them  during 
the  ante -natal  period  and  during  the  confinement.  A  great  many 
women  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity.  It  will  be  seen  that 
the  Clinics  are  helping  the  General  Practitioners  by  arranging  to 
collect  specimens  of  blood  from  patients  for  examination  at  the 
laboratory.  The  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  continue  to  flourish  and 
the  percentage  of  children  attending  is  practically  the  same  as 
before  1948. 

One  of  our  great  problems  is  the  selection  of  suitable  cases  for 
admission  to  an  institution  for  confinement.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  attitude  of  patients  is  conditioned  by  the  fact  that  it  is 
much  cheaper  for  them  to  be  confined  in  an  institution  even  if 
there  are  no  medical  grounds  for  their  admission.  At  the  time 
of  writing  there  are  signs  that  the  Government  is  taking  steps  to 
remedy  this  state  of  affairs,  but  whether  these  steps  will  be  adequate 
has  yet  to  be  seen.  Institutional  confinement  is  roughly  twice  as 
expensive  to  the  public  purse  as  is  domiciliary  confinement  and 
there  is  a  definite  school  of  medical  thought  which  considers  that 
domiciliary  confinement  in  a  reasonably  good  home  is  better  for 
the  mother  and  for  the  child.  At  any  rate  the  position  in  Reading 
is  that  we  have  had  to  be  very  strict  about  our  standards  for  the 
admission  of  cases  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  and  these  decisions 
have,  I  am  afraid,  sometimes  been  unpopular  with  expectant 
mothers. 

Last  year  I  referred  to  the  shortage  of  Home  Nurses  and  I  regret 
to  say  that  this  shortage  has  continued.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total 
number  of  general  visits  paid  during  the  year  shows  a  considerable 
decline.  In  1950  the  total  number  of  general  visits  paid  during  the 
year  was  84,029,  in  1951  it  was  66,973.  At  the  time  of  writing 
this  introduction  there  are  signs  that  the  staff  situation  has  improved 
and  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  undertake  all  the  home  nursing 
that  is  requested  by  the  doctors. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  operates  very  closely  with  the  Home 
Nursing  Service  and  there  is  no  question  that  this  service  is  very 
much  appreciated  and  enables  many  people  to  carry  on  in  their 
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own  homes  in  reasonable  comfort.  The  supply  of  Domestic  Helps 
has  been  reasonable  during  the  year  and  I  have  heard  very  favour¬ 
able  comments  on  the  work  they  have  carried  out. 

Once  again  I  have  pleasure  in  reporting  the  continued  goodwill 
and  co-operation  which  has  been  extended  to  my  department  by 
the  officers  of  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  and  of  the  Reading  Executive  Council.  At  present  there 
is  much  talk  in  the  air  about  co-operation  and  liaison  and  there  are 
suggestions  about  the  formation  of  special  committees  for  this 
purpose.  I  would  rather  draw  the  Committee’s  attention  to 
paragraph  49  of  the  report  of  the  Central  Health  Services  Council 
on  this  question  of  co-operation;  this  reads:  ££  Ad  hoc  co-operation 
among  officers.  This  is  the  greatest  need  and  yet  is  the  hardest  to 
achieve.  If  there  were  always  close  co-operation  between  officers 
few  difficulties  would  arise.”  I  think  it  can  be  claimed  that  such 
co-operation  does  exist  in  Reading. 

Co-operation  depends  upon  personalities  rather  than  schemes.  To 
listen  to  some  people  one  would  think  that  lack  of  co-operation 
and  division  of  the  Sickness  Services  into  various  compartments 
only  made  its  appearance  on  July  5th,  1948.  There  must  always 
be  a  boundary  to  the  activities  of  any  organisation  and  although 
the  boundary  may  be  rather  nebulous  at  times  there  should  be  no 
difficulty  in  practice  provided  that  there  is  goodwill.  Much  is  said 
about  the  division  of  responsibility  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of 
tuberculosis,  but  a  moment’s  reflection  will  show  that  the  prevention 
of  tuberculosis  impinges  very  closely  on  the  provision  of  adequate 
housing  accommodation  and  on  the  provision  of  a  satisfactory  milk 
supply.  Yet  he  would  be  a  brave  man  who  would  say  that  a  body 
which  was  suitable  to  administer  a  sanatorium  would  necessarily 
be  an  appropriate  body  to  deal  with  the  milk  supply  or  the  housing 
conditions  of  an  area.  I  wish  I  could  feel  satisfied  in  my  own  mind 
that  everyone  who  deplores  the  lack  of  co-ordination  and  co¬ 
operation  is  entirely  unmoved  by  considerations  of  personal  prestige. 

Before  I  conclude  this  introduction  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  all 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  during  the  year  and  also  to 
thank  the  various  members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyal  and  willing 
help  throughout  1951. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1950  figures  in  brackets) 


Area  (acres) 

9,106 

(9,106) 

Population  (estimated  June,  1951) 

115,100 

(115,770) 

Area  Comparability  Factor — 

Births  ... 

•99 

(•99) 

Deaths  ... 

•94 

(•94) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according 
to  rate  books  at  31.12.51 

30,754 

(30,262) 

Rateable  Value  (31.12.51) 

£1,136,179 

(£1,126,479) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (31.3.51) 

£4,609 

(£4,630) 

Total  cost  of  services  administered  by 
the  Health  Committee  and  the  Wel¬ 
fare  Services  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Education  Committee  for  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1951 : — 


Expenditure ... 

«  «  «  •  •  • 

£179,877 

(£156,725) 

Income 

... 

£38,330 

(£33,460) 

Birth  Rate 

Live  Births: —  Total 

Males 

Females 

per  1,000  pop. 

Legitimate  1,693  (1,650) 

862  (836) 

831  (814) 

14-71  (14-25) 

Illegitimate  103  (111) 

56  (55) 

47  (56) 

0-89  (0-96) 

Total  1,796  (1,761) 

918  (891) 

878  (870) 

15-60  (15-21) 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year : — 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

52 

(44) 

Illegitimate 

...  ... 

— 

(2) 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

... 

52 

(46) 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year 

per  1,000  live  births: — 

Legitimate 

...  ... 

30-71 

(26-67) 

Illegitimate 

...  ... 

— 

(18-02) 

Total 

... 

28-95 

(26-12) 

Number  of  still-births  ... 

37 

(41) 

Rate  per  1,000  births  (total  births) 

2019 

(22-75) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one 

month 

33 

(36) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate 

... 

18-37 

(20-44) 

Deaths — net 

1,402 

(E344) 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

... 

1218 

(11-61) 

Number  of  marriages 

...  ... 

1,026 

(985) 
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Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth:— 


From  sepsis 

— 

(  — ) 

From  other  causes 

1 

(-) 

Total 

1 

(  — ) 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

0-55 

(-) 

Deaths  Trom  cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

184 

(238) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

1 

(1) 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

3 

(-) 

(2) 

Tuberculosis  deaths : — 

Pulmonary 

34 

(39) 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

(3) 

All  forms 

34 

(42) 

Tuberculosis  death-rate  (per  1,000  of  population): — 

Pulmonary 

0-29 

(0-34) 

Non-pulmonary 

— 

(0-03) 

All  forms 

0-29 

(0-36) 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Reading 
with  those  for  other  Areas 


England 

126  County 
Boroughs  and 
Great  Towns 

and 

(including 

Reading. 

Wales. 

London) . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population — 

Births — 

Live  Births 

15-6 

15-5 

17-3 

Still  Births 

0-32 

0-36 

0-45 

Deaths — - 

All  causes 

12-2 

12-5 

13-4 

Whooping  Cough 

0-00 

0-01 

0-01 

Tuberculosis  ... 

0-29 

0-31 

0-37 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis  ... 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

Pneumonia 

0-74 

0-61 

0-65 

Influenza 

017 

0-38 

0-36 

Notifications  (corrected)— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2-08 

111 

1-20 

Whooping  Cough 

2-24 

3-87 

3-62 

Diphtheria 

0-00 

0-02 

0-02 

Measles 

1707 

14-07 

13-93 

Pneumonia 

0-71 

0-99 

1  -04 

Acute  Poliomyelitis — - 

Paralytic  ... 

0-01 

0-03 

0-03 

Non-paralvtic 

0-01 

0-02 

0-02 

Food  Poisoning 

0  03 

0-13 

0-15 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age 

28-9 

29-6 

33-9 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2  years  of  age 

1-7 

1-4 

1-6 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live 

and  Still)  Births— 

Notifications  (corrected) — 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pjuexia 

12-54 

10-66 

13-77 

Maternal  Mortality:  Rates  per 

1,000  Total 

(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

England  and 

Intermediate  List  No.  and  Cause. 

Reading. 

Wales. 

A115  Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium 

...  ... 

0-00 

0-10 

*  1 1  /i  f  Abortion  with  toxaemia  . . . 

...  ... 

0-00 

0-00 

\  Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy  and  the 

puerperium 

0-00 

0-24 

A117  Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 

and  child- 

birth 

0-00 

0-13 

A118  Abortion  without  mention 

of  sepsis  or 

toxaemia 

...  ... 

0-00 

0-05 

A119  Abortion  with  sepsis 

...  •  •  • 

0-00 

0-09 

A 120  Other  complications  of  pregnancy,  child- 

birth  and  the  puerperium 

...  ... 

0-55 

0-18 

CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH.  (Registrar-General’s  figures) 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1951 
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One  of  these  deaths  was  an  illegitimate  child ,  The  figures  for  1950  are  in  brackets, 


16 


SUMMARY  OF  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

RATES  SINCE  1902 


GC 

Maternal 

O  • 

rG 

+3 

t-i 

CD 

MH 

Infant 

Mortality. 

Mortality. 

^  CO 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 

Living. 

Year. 

+2 

r-i 

Q-, 

PQ 

tl- 

o 

6 

£ 

Birth-ra 

per  1,00( 

Living. 

No.  of  In 

Deaths 

Sepsis. 

j  Others. 

Rateper 

1,000 

Births. 

Total  Nc 

of  Death 

1902 

73,901 

1,896 

25-66 

227 

119-7 

2 

— 

1-09 

1,003 

13-57 

1903 

75,277 

2,031 

26-98 

246 

121-1 

3 

2 

2-46 

973 

12-92 

1904 

76,678 

1,994 

26-00 

262 

131-4 

2 

5 

3-59 

1,065 

13-89 

1905 

78,105 

1,986 

25-43 

236 

118-8 

3 

4 

3-6 

1,022 

13-08 

1906 

79,559 

1,882 

23-66 

217 

115-3 

4 

6 

5-3 

1,016 

12-77 

1907 

81,040 

1,806 

22-28 

164 

90-8 

4 

8 

6-6 

983 

12-13 

1908 

82,549 

1,847 

22-37 

182 

98-5 

1 

4 

2-7 

963 

11-66 

1909 

84,085 

1,744 

20-74 

166 

95-2 

4 

4 

4-6 

962 

1 1  -44 

1910 

84,355 

1,673 

19-83 

126 

75-3 

3 

4 

4-2 

844 

10-00 

1911 

87,693 

1,605 

21-32 

164 

102-2 

5 

3 

4-9 

911 

12-10 

1912 

88.603 

1.896 

21-40 

160 

84-4 

3 

3 

3-2 

1,015 

11-45 

1913 

89,339 

1,871 

20-94 

150 

80-2 

4 

4 

4-3 

1,035 

1 1  -58 

1914 

90,083 

1,819 

20-19 

161 

88-5 

1 

6 

3-9 

1,082 

12-01 

1915 

86,299 

1,792 

19-89 

147 

82-0 

3 

3 

3-4 

1,199 

13-89 

1916 

92,563 

1,794 

19-38 

145 

80-8 

4 

— 

2-2 

1,230 

14-46 

1917 

91,936 

1,420 

15-44 

140 

98-6 

3 

4 

4-9 

1,172 

14-21 

1918 

92,320 

1,582 

17-14 

115 

72-7 

3 

4 

4-4 

1,317 

15-98 

1919 

95,175 

1,593 

16-7 

109 

68-4 

1 

3 

2-5 

1,091 

11-9 

1920 

95,387 

2,278 

24-8 

152 

66-7 

4 

7 

3-9 

1,016 

11-04 

1921 

92.274 

1,892 

20-4 

114 

60-2 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,069 

10-7 

1922 

92,990 

1,729 

18-5 

109 

63-04 

— 

2 

1  -16 

1,135 

12-2 

1923 

93,160 

1,705 

18-3 

88 

51-6 

3 

8 

6-4 

1,036 

11-12 

1924 

93,680 

1,603 

17  1 

86 

53-6 

— 

5 

3-1 

1,006 

10-7 

1925 

93,910 

1,509 

16-07 

*  85 

56-3 

o 

5 

4-6 

1,042 

11-12 

1926 

93,290 

1,624 

17-6 

83 

50-5 

4 

1 

3-0 

1,139 

12-2 

1927 

94,890 

1,456 

15-3 

62 

42-5 

1 

2 

2-0 

1,165 

12-3 

1928 

97,190 

1,489 

15-48 

80 

53-6 

4 

6 

6-7 

1,147 

11-9 

1929 

97.050 

1,446 

14-9 

75 

50-5 

1 

3 

2-8 

1,373 

14-1 

1930 

97,050 

1,404 

14-4 

77 

54-8 

— 

3 

2-1 

1,114 

11-4 

1931 

97,149 

1,477 

151 

66 

44-6 

1 

3 

2-7 

1,169 

12-0 

1932 

97,636 

1,396 

14-3 

77 

55-2 

1 

5 

4-29 

1,253 

12-8 

1933 

98,950 

1,380 

13-9 

87 

63-0 

1 

4 

2-9 

1,370 

13-6 

1934 

99,250 

1,414 

14-25 

58 

41-02 

3 

1 

2-8 

1,183 

11-9 

1935 

99,600 

1,475 

14-8 

76 

51-5 

2 

1 

1-9 

1,230 

12-3 

1936 

100,000 

1,436 

14-3 

73 

51-0 

1 

2 

2-1 

1,275 

12-8 

1937 

100,200 

1,581 

15-8 

79 

49-7 

— 

3 

1-8 

1,306 

13-0 

1938 

100,400 

1,582 

15-7 

60 

39-9 

1 

6 

4-4 

1,259 

12-5 

1939 

100,600 

1,564 

15-5 

79 

50-5 

1 

5 

3-9 

1,327 

13-2 

1940 

114,600 

1,725 

15-0 

88 

51-0 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,606 

14-1 

1941 

124,800 

1,913 

15-3 

113 

59-0 

2 

5 

3-7 

1,532 

12-2 

1942 

117,800 

1,833 

15-5 

70 

38-2 

1 

1 

1-1 

1,298 

11-0 

1943 

113,000 

1,925 

17-03 

83 

43-1 

i 

JL 

4 

2-6 

1,385 

12-2 

1944 

111,340 

2,139 

19-2 

87 

40-7 

— 

4 

1-8 

1,311 

12-0 

1945 

108,830 

2,066 

18-8 

98 

47-4 

1 

3 

1-9 

1,400 

12-8 

1946 

111,340 

2,226 

20-0 

98 

44-0 

— 

2 

0-89 

1,382 

12-4 

1947 

112,960 

2,533 

22-4 

89 

35-1 

— 

2 

0-77 

1,395 

12-3 

1948 

114,500 

2,100 

17-88 

71 

34-6 

2 

2 

1-9 

1,311 

11-45 

1949 

115,500 

1,873 

16-26 

47 

26-2 

— 

1 

0-52 

1,260 

10-93 

1950 

115,770 

1,761 

15-21 

46 

26-1 

— 

— 

— 

1,344 

11-61 

1951 

115,100 

1,833 

15-93 

52 

28-9£ 

1 

0-55 

1,402 

12-18 
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Employment.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employ¬ 
ment  Exchange  for  the  following  information: — 

The  twelve  main  industries  carried  on  in  this  area  are: — 

Agriculture 

Engineering 

Aircraft  and  Vehicle  (Manufacture  and  Repair) 

Bread  and  Biscuit  Manufacture 
Brewing  and  Malting 
Printing  and  Publishing 
Building 

Transport  Service 
Distributive  Trades 
National  Government  Service 
Local  Government  Service 
Hotel  and  Catering  Trades 

The  number  of  persons  registered  as  unemployed  at  the  Reading 
Employment  Exchange  and  Reading  Youth  Employment  Office 
during  1951  was  as  follows: — 


Month 

Men 

W  omen 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

March  . . . 

. . .  375 

202 

10 

7 

594 

June 

251 

160 

5 

7 

423 

September 

252 

180 

17 

17 

466 

December 

...  275 

135 

6 

11 

427 

The  insured  population,  excluding  self-  and  non-employed,  at 
July,  1948,  was  approximately  68,500  (latest  available  figures). 

The  average  number  of  persons  unemployed  during  1951  was 
less  than  during  1950  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  percentage  of 
persons  registered  as  unemployed  was  less  than  1%  of  the  insured 
population. 

Approximately  30%  of  the  persons  unemployed  are  registered 
disabled  persons  and  of  the  remainder  many  are  elderly  unskilled 
workers. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  rainfall,  temperature, 
and  sunshine  hours  during  the  year.  Rainfall  and  temperature 
were  recorded  at  the  Forbury  Gardens  and  the  sunshine  hours 
were  recorded  at  Sutton’s  Seed  Trial  Grounds. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1951 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  CENTRES 

I  can  report  very  little  progress  in  this  matter.  Preliminary 
discussions  have  taken  place  with  a  view  to  erecting  an  Infant 
Welfare  Clinic  on  the  new  Southcote  Housing  Estate  during  the 
financial  year  1952-53,  and  sufficient  land  will  be  available  for 
expansion  into  a  General  Practitioner  Health  Centre  at  a  later 
date.  Discussions  are  also  in  progress  with  a  view  to  earmarking 
sites  at  Tilehurst,  Nor  cot,  Palmer  Park  and  Emmer  Green.  These 
negotiations  are  in  a  very  preliminary  stage.  A  site  has  already 
been  earmarked  on  the  Whitley  Housing  Estate  but,  as  I  reported 
in  my  Annual  Report  for  1950,  General  Practitioners  wish  to  know 
much  more  about  the  proposed  method  of  working  a  Health  Centre 
before  they  are  prepared  to  work  from  any  such  Centre. 

SECTION  22— CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG 
CHILDREN 

Infant  Mortality.  A  summary  of  the  infant  mortality  rate  for 
the  last  50  years  will  be  found  on  page  16.  It  is  with  regret  that 
I  cannot  report  a  still  further  fall  in  the  infant  mortality,  but 
unfortunately  there  has  been  an  increase  in  deaths  of  infants  in 
hospital.  Particulars  will  be  found  in  table  on  the  page  15. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  It  has  still  not  been  possible  to 
obtain  a  suitable  applicant  for  the  post  of  premature  baby  nurse, 
although  the  scheme  allows  for  an  arrangement  whereby  such  a 
nurse  can  become  acquainted  with  the  babies  before  they  leave 
hospital,  and  will  carry  out  any  necessary  attention  when  they 
arrive  at  home.  Each  midwife  has  a  special  cot  and  a  special  set 
of  clothing  available  at  her  house,  and  there  is  an  arrangement 
whereby  an  oxygen  tent  and  supplies  of  oxygen  are  kept  at  the 
ambulance  depot  and  can  be  sent  out  whenever  required. 

During  the  year  83  premature  babies  were  born  whose  parents 
were  normally  resident  in  Reading:  23  of  these  were  born  at  home, 
27  in  hospital  and  33  in  private  and  H.M.C.  nursing  homes.  Twenty- 
one  of  the  former  group  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  and  19  of 
them  were  alive  at  the  end  of  28  days,  3  of  them  dying  within  the 
first  month.  Further  particulars  will  be  found  in  the  table  on 
page  34. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  There  are  8  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
which  have  a  total  of  14  sessions  per  week.  All  clinics  were  well 
attended,  and  it  is  estimated  that  73-7%  of  children  born  during 
the  year  attended  these  clinics  at  least  once  during  1951.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Medical  Staff  consisted  of  three  whole-time 
Assistant  Medical  Officers  and  three  General  Practitioners. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the 
Clinics  during  1951 : — 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Centre 

No.  of 
Sessions 

New  Attendances 

Re- 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Average 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Star  Lane,  London  Street, 
Reading — 

Wednesday  ... 

49 

Under 

1  year 
of  age 

181 

Over 

1  year 
of  age 

12 

4,054 

87 

F  riday 

49 

83 

14 

2,077 

44 

Elm  Park  Hall,  Oxford  Road, 
Reading — 

Tuesday,  a.m.  ... 

51 

32 

1 

1,700 

34 

Tuesday,  p.m.  ... 

51 

112 

4 

3,380 

69 

Thursday 

52 

82 

10 

3,104 

61 

Park  Institute,  Wokingham 
Road,  Reading — 

Monday... 

49 

85 

7 

3,236 

68 

Friday  ... 

51 

116 

6 

3,516 

71 

West  Memorial  Institute, 
Caversham — 

Tuesday 

51 

76 

10 

1,949 

40 

Thursday 

52 

85 

16 

2,581 

52 

Tilehurst  Village  Hall,  Tile- 
hurst 

49 

85 

16 

2,951 

Whitley  Clinic — 

Wednesday 

51 

138 

6 

3.223 

66 

Friday  ... 

51 

91 

14 

2,517 

51 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford 
Road 

51 

86 

12 

2  29‘> 

47 

Shinfield,  Tyndale  Free  Church 

52 

54 

5 

2,021 

40 

Totals 

709 

1,306 

134 

38,601 

57 

The  following  table  gives  the  percentage  of  children  born  who 
attended  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics  over  the  last  four  years: — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS,  1948-51 


New  Attc 
Under  1 

mdances  : 
Over  1 

Re-attendances 

Borough 

Live 

Births 

Percentage 
of  New 
Attendances 
to  Births 

1948 

1,587 

216 

49,132 

2,100 

75-5 

1949 

1,432 

162 

45,325 

1,873 

76-4 

1950 

1,328 

119 

40,968 

1,761 

75-4 

1951 

1,306 

134 

38,601 

1,772 

73-7 
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Day  Nurseries.  The  two  Day  Nurseries  in  the  town  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily  during  the  year  and  I  have  no  material 
change  to  report.  The  Council’s  decision  to  provide  accommodation 
only  for  children  of  widows,  divorcees,  or  women  who  have  been 
deserted  by  their  husbands  or  single  girls,  has  had  considerable 
effect  in  reducing  the  waiting  list. 

Attendance  tables  are  given  below. 

Daily  Average  Attendance  for  each  month  of  the  year, 
1951.  0-5  years  (Monday  to  Friday): — 


Nursery 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

j  Totals 

Holybrook  House 

25 

31 

29 

26 

25 

24 

31 

35 

34 

38 

41 

35 

374 

Victoria  Square 

32 

38 

39 

41 

35 

39 

42 

34 

39 

40 

40 

40 

459 

57 

69 

68 

67 

60 

63 

73 

69 

73 

78 

81 

75 

833 

The  following  details  relate  to  the  position  as  at  31st  December, 
1951 : — 


Number  of 

Number  of  Children  on 

Average  daily 

Approved  Places 

the  Register  at  the  end 

attendance  for  year 

of  the 

year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

40 

45 

29 

59 

23 

47 

Dental  Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  School  Dental  Officers,  but  owing 
to  shortage  of  staff  the  service  has  had  to  be  restricted. 

Mr.  J.  Campbell,  L.D.S.,  reports  as  follows: — 

Pre-school  Children.  The  number  of  pre-school  children 
attending  the  clinic  for  treatment  shows  an  increase  over  last  year’s 
figure. 

One  good  point  is  that  the  number  of  teeth  extracted  has  decreased 
appreciably,  a  larger  number  of  teeth  having  been  saved  by  the  use 
of  Silver  Nitrate  Solution. 

Should  more  staff  become  available,  it  would  be  possible  to  extend 
the  amount  of  work  in  this  section. 


(a)  Numbers  provided  with  Dental  Care 
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Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  There  has  been  no  demand 
for  treatment  by  mothers,  during  the  past  year,  but  as  certain 
charges  are  now  being  made  for  conservative  work  and  dentures, 
under  National  Health  Service  conditions,  we  may  anticipate  a 
possible  return  of  these  patients  to  the  clinics  of  the  Local  Authority. 

The  appended  tables  denote  the  work  performed  during  the 
year : — 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE,  1951 
DENTAL  TREATMENT 


Pre-school 

Ante-  and 
Post-natal 

Inspections 

368 

2 

Treated 

368 

1 

Attendances  ... 

587 

3 

Extractions  ... 

345 

— 

Local  Anaesthetics  ... 

8 

— 

General  Anaesthetics 

162 

— 

Fillings 

64 

— 

Scale  and  Clean 

3 

— 

Silver  Nitrate... 

460 

— 

Dressings 

123 

— 

X-rays... 

— 

1 

Full  Dentures 

— 

— 

Part  Dentures 

— 

— 

Advice... 

9 

1 

Discharged 

330 

2 

Ante-Natal  Clinics.  During  the  year  there  were  two  municipal 
ante-natal  clinics  with  a  total  of  five  sessions  per  week.  Until 
November,  1951,  when  the  new  Maternity  Unit  at  Battle  Hospital 
was  opened,  a  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  reside  in  the 
western  end  of  the  town  attended  this  hospital  clinic.  Since 
November,  the  Battle  Hospital  Clinic  has  been  a  Consultative 
Clinic  and  mothers  have  attended  either  at  Star  Lane  or  at  Whitley. 
This  appears  to  have  caused  no  inconvenience  and  so  far  it  has  not 
been  necessary  to  open  up  another  clinic  in  the  western  end  of  the 
town. 

The  arrangement  whereby  we  undertake  to  carry  out  ante-natal 
supervision  on  behalf  of  general  practitioners  has  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily.  During  the  year  290  women  attended  the 
clinic  for  the  first  time  and  of  these  we  were  asked  to  undertake 
supervision  of  110.  This  last  figure  does  not  include  patients  whose 
medical  practitioner  is  the  clinic  doctor.  In  addition  51  women 
did  not  book  a  doctor  and  attended  clinics  throughout  pregnancy. 
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The  following  table  gives  particular  of  the  attendances  at  the 
Ante-natal  Clinics : — 


Clinic 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 

Ante- 

natal 

Post-natal 

New 

Patients 

Re¬ 

attendances 

Star  Lane 

101 

171 

782 

54 

Whitley 

147 

119 

811 

52 

Queen  Victoria 

Institute 

49 

99 

382 

* 

*  This  is  carried  out  in  patient’s  own  home. 


Post-Natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  special  sessions  for  post-natal 
work;  the  work  is  carried  out  at  the  end  of  the  ante-natal  session 
under  the  arrangement  outlined  above. 

There  is  a  continued  reluctance  on  the  part  of  mothers  to  attend 
for  post-natal  examination  and  of  a  total  of  290  who  attended  the 
ante-natal  clinics  only  106  attended  the  clinic  for  post-natal 
examinations.  It  is  quite  likely  that  some  of  them  would  attend 
the  family  doctor  for  their  post-natal  examination,  but  exact 
figures  are  not  available. 


An  interesting  innovation  which  has  been  much  appreciated  by 
general  practitioners  has  been  our  offer  to  undertake  venepuncture 
for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  blood  tests  for  Rhesus  Factor  and 
Kahn  Tests.  The  following  table  is  of  interest: — 


Blood  Tests  on — 

Clinic  patients  at  Star  Lane 
General  practitioners  at  Star  Lane 
Clinic  patients  at  Whitley 
General  practitioners  at  Whitley  . . . 


187 

238 

172 

57 


654 


Women’s  Advisory  Clinic.  This  clinic  continues  its  very 
important  work,  and  the  number  of  attendances  for  the  year  shows 
an  increase  over  that  for  the  previous  year.  The  following  table 
gives  particulars;  previous  year’s  attendances  are  in  brackets: — - 

412  (370) 

2,278  (1,800) 


Total  number  of  new  attendances 
Total  attendances 
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Since  the  clinic  was  first  instituted,  3,034  women  have  attended 
for  advice. 

The  number  of  patients  coming  on  the  advice  of  the  medical 
profession  increases.  The  shortage  of  houses  and  the  rising  cost  of 
living  are  frequently  given  as  reasons  for  seeking  advice. 

The  clinic  also  acts  as  a  fertility  clinic,  and  will  deal  with  patients 
who  desire  children  but  have  been  unsuccessful  in  starting  a  familv. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

Mr.  Tilley  reports  as  follows: — “  Cases  257,  which  involved  the 
welfare  of  620  children.  The  classification  of  the  cases  were: — 


Neglect  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

Advice  sought  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Ill  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Moral  danger  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bevond  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Assault  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


They  were  dealt  with  by  warning  154,  advice  92,  prosecution  4, 
and  6  were  dealt  with  in  the  Juvenile  Court. 


“  1,415  supervisions  were  carried  out,  and  1,736  miscellaneous 
visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases.” 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  their  Children.  This  work 
continues  to  be  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the  Bradfield  and 
Reading  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  and  other  agencies;  some 
cases  are  dealt  with  by  the  Department’s  own  staff.  During  the 
year  the  Corporation  accepted  financial  responsibility  for  the  care 
of  9  unmarried  mothers  in  suitable  homes  in  various  parts  of  the 
country. 

Of  recent  years  there  has  been  a  change  of  outlook  in  respect  of 
the  best  method  of  care  of  illegitimate  children,  and  it  must  be 
remembered  that  this  term  includes  not  only  children  of  unmarried 
mothers  but  also  children  of  widows  and  of  women  who  are  separated 
from  their  husbands. 

The  old  attitude  was  that  the  mother  should  part  with  the  child 
and  place  him  or  her  in  an  institution  or  some  similar  home,  but 
nowadays  there  is  an  increasing  tendency  to  try  to  keep  the  mother 
and  child  together.  It  is  felt  that  it  is  better  for  a  child  to  be  brought 
up  with  its  natural  parent  than  for  it  to  be  placed  in  an  institution. 
Whether  this  is  correct  is  admittedly  open  to  some  question,  and 
there  is  a  school  of  thought  which  considers  that  the  illegitimate 
child  who  lives  with  its  mother  under  circumstances  of  continual 
financial  stress  and  hardship  is  not  really  receiving  the  best  treat¬ 
ment;  this  school  recommends  adoption  at  an  early  date  so  that 
the  child  can  have  the  advantage  of  being  brought  up  with 
“  parents  ”  instead  of  with  one  parent. 
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During  the  year  we  carried  out  a  survey  to  ascertain  how  many  of 
the  illegitimate  children  who  were  born  during  the  year  were  still 
living  with  their  mother,  and  out  of  a  total  of  62  we  found  that 
50  were  still  living  with  their  mother,  2  were  in  the  care  of  the 
Children’s  Department  and  10  had  been  placed  for  adoption. 


SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY 

During  the  year  there  were  four  municipal  midwives  employed 
(three  district  mid  wives  and  one  relief)  in  addition  to  six  mid  wives 
employed  by  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  which  acts  as  the 
Corporation’s  agent.  The  Institute  is  a  recognised  Training  School 
for  Part  II  of  the  C.M.B.  examination  and  takes  pupils  either  for 
the  whole  of  Part  II  or  for  part  of  it.  Students  in  this  latter  category 
come  from  Battle  Hospital. 

All  midwives  are  trained  to  administer  gas  analgesia  and  the 
supplies  of  machines  are  adequate.  During  the  year  we  inaugurated 
a  scheme  whereby  a  midwife  is  allowed  to  give  pethidine  on  her  own 
initiative,  and  so  far  this  scheme  has  worked  smoothly  and  without 
any  obvious  difficulty. 

The  scheme  for  institutional  midwifery  continued  during  the 
year  on  lines  previously  laid  down.  Cases  where  some  severe 
complication  is  anticipated  are  dealt  with  at  Battle  Hospital 
Maternity  Unit  (opened  November,  1951).  General  practitioner 
cases  where  there  are  medical  indications  for  institution  confinement 
are  booked  direct  by  the  doctor  either  to  Dellwood  Maternity  Home 
or  to  the  Chiltern  Maternity  Home;  this  latter  replaces  the  Grove 
Maternity  Home  which  was  closed  at  the  end  of  September. 

All  cases  in  which  there  is  no  anticipated  medical  abnormality 
but  where  institutional  confinement  is  recommended  because  of 
bad  social  conditions  are  seen  by  members  of  the  department’s 
midwifery  staff.  If  the  home  conditions  are  unsatisfactory,  then  a 
recommendation  is  made  to  the  Bed  Bureau  which  arranges  for  the 
patient  to  be  confined  in  a  suitable  hospital  or  maternity  home. 
So  far  as  possible  Reading  patients  are  confined  in  Reading  General 
Practitioner  Maternity  Homes,  but  owing  to  the  great  pressure  on 
the  beds,  a  number  have  had  to  be  sent  to  Wokingham  or  to  Henley. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  present  arrangement  whereby  a  patient 
receives  the  same  maternity  benefits  whether  she  is  confined  at  home 
or  in  hospital  leads  to  many  women  to  press  for  institutional 
confinement  where  such  a  confinement  is  not  really  necessary.  One 
can  only  hope  that  before  long  a  more  realistic  attitude  in  relation 
to  these  benefits  will  be  put  into  operation. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  trend  of  midwifery  practice  in 
Reading : — 


Year 

Total 

Confinements 

Domiciliary 

Confinements 

Percentage 
of  Total 

1938 

1,552 

1,000 

64-4 

1939 

1,564 

897 

57-7 

1940 

1,725 

931 

540 

1941 

1,913 

931 

490 

1942 

1,833 

858 

46-8 

1943 

1,925 

907 

47-0 

1944 

2,139 

925 

43-2 

1945 

2,066 

806 

39-0 

1946 

2,226 

791 

35-5 

1947 

2,250 

765 

340 

1948 

2,100 

645 

30-7 

1949 

1,855 

603 

32-5 

1950 

1,809 

559 

30-9 

1951 

1,805 

635 

351 

Once  again  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of 
the  officers  of  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee  for  their  co-operation  in  respect  of  providing  institu¬ 
tional  accommodation  for  cases  who  are  recommended  by  this 
department  on  social  grounds.  It  is  true  to  say  that  they  have 
been  able  to  provide  such  accommodation  for  every  single  patient 
whom  we  have  recommended.  During  the  year  we  dealt  with  461 
applications  on  social  grounds  and  of  these  307  were  recommended 
for  admission  to  a  Maternity  Home.  But  I  must  admit  that  our 
standard  had  to  be  very  stringent;  there  were  a  number  of  cases 
for  whom  we  thought  that  institutional  confinement  was  desirable 
but  not  absolutely  necessary ;  these  women  had  to  have  their  babies 
at  home. 

Medical  Aid  under  Section  14  (i)  of  the  Midwives  Act, 
1918  and  1936. — Midwives  Act,  1918.  (1)  The  following  table 

gives  particulars  of  the  midwives  who  were  practising  in  the  area  of 
the  Local  Supervising  Authority  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 
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(a) 

(b) 


(c) 


<d) 


Number  of  Midwives  practising 

in  the  area 

of  the  Local  Super- 

vising  Authority  at  the  end  of 

year 

Domiciliary 

Midwives  in 

Total 

Mid  wives 

Institutions 

Midwives  employed  by  the 

Authority 

4 

— 

4 

Midwives  employed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 

Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 

1946  . 

6 

— 

6 

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospitals 

not  transferred  to  the  Minister 
under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or  Boards 
of  Governors  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act 

32 

32 

Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (in¬ 
cluding  Midwives  employed  in 
Nursing  Homes)  ... 

. 

13 

13 

10 

45 

55 

(2)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out  by 
these  midwives  during  the  year: — 


Number  of  Maternity  Cases  in  the  Area  of  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  attended  by  Midwives  during  the  year 
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(3)  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during 
the  year  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the  Mid  wives  Act,  1918,  by  a 
midwife : — 

(a)  For  domiciliary  cases: — 

(i)  Where  the  medical  practitioner  had  arranged  to 
provide  the  patient  with  maternity  medical  services 
under  the  National  Health  Service  ...  ...  ...  74 

(ii)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 
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(b)  For  cases  in  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 


Institutional  Midwifery.  The  following  table  shows  the  records 
of  institutional  midwifery  at  hospitals  and  maternity  homes  within 
the  borough  which  are  administered  by  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  These  numbers  include  patients  from  outside  the 
borough  as  well  as  from  inside  the  borough. 


Dellwood — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  ...  ...  326 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  ...  ...  ...  134 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  sought  by 
midwives  in  cases  of  emergency  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  ...  ...  ...  436 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Grove  ( until  oOtli  September,  1951) — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives  ...  ...  296 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  ...  ...  ...  25 

Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  assistance  was  sought 
by  midwives  in  cases  of  emergency  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed  ...  ...  ...  306 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 


Battle  Hospital — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives 
Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  . . . 
Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed 
Maternal  deaths 


138 

48 

142 

1 


Royal  Berkshire  Hospital — 

Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives 
Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors  . . . 
Number  of  infants  wholly  breast-fed 
Maternal  deaths 


212 

205 

372 
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Details  of  the  institutional  confinement  of  Reading  residents  are 
as  follows: — 


Grove  Maternity  Hospital  (up  to  the  1st  September)  ...  224 

Dellwood  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  387 

20,  Peppard  Road  (private  and  N.H.S.A.  patients)  ...  129 

Wokingham  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Winfield  Maternity  Home,  Wokingham  ...  ...  ...  11 

Townlands  Hospital,  Henley  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Oxford  (Radcliffe  Infirmary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  159 

Battle  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 

Other  addresses  outside  the  borough  ...  ...  ...  7 

Private  Maternity  Homes  in  the  borough  ...  ...  102 


1,170 


Gas  and  Air  Analgesia:  Pethedine.  Adequate  provision  is 
made  for  this  important  service  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following 
table. 

Preliminary  instruction  in  the  use  of  the  apparatus  is  given  to 
expectant  mothers  who  attend  the  municipal  ante-natal  clinics. 

Pethedine  can  now  be  given  on  the  midwife’s  own  responsibility 
on  lines  previously  agreed  with  the  general  practitioner.  The 
following  tables  give  the  necessary  information. 


Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

(1)  Institutional  Midwives — 

Number  of  Institutional  Midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  at 
the  end  of  the  year  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central 
Mid  wives  Board: — 

(a)  Employed  in  homes  and  hospitals  in  the  National 

Health  Service  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

(b)  Employed  in  nursing  homes  or  in  maternity  homes 

and  hospitals  not  in  the  National  Health  Service  ...  5 

37 


(ii)  Domiciliary  Midwives 


‘->2 
f  J— - 


33 


Stillbirths.  There  were  35  stillbirths  during  the  year,  and  the 
distribution  was  as  follows:— 

15  in  hospital,  including  4  patients  transferred  from  private 
nursing  homes  and  domiciliary  mid  wives. 

12  occurred  in  Hospital  Management  Committee  Nursing  Homes. 
3  in  Private  Nursing  Homes. 

6  were  domiciliary  cases  and  occurred  on  the  districts. 


Possible  causes  were: — 

Malformation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Malpresentation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Premature  labour  associated  with  Toxaemia  ...  6 

Maternal  Toxaemia  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Causes  undetermined  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Foetus  post-mature  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


(N.B. — 1  malformed  was  R.H.  Neg.  3rd  pregnancy,  including 
1  miscarriage.) 

Maternal  Deaths.  There  was  one  maternal  death  in  Battle 
Hospital:  she  died  eight  days  after  confinement  from  eclampsia. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Thirteen  cases  were  notified  during  the 
3^ear,  although  none  of  these  were  due  to  puerperal  sepsis.  Seven 
of  them  were  hospital  cases,  including  one  case  transferred  from  a 
private  nursing  home.  Six  occurred  in  Hospital  Management 
Committee  nursing  homes. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  One  case  occurred  in  domiciliary 
practice.  The  child  was  completely  nursed  at  home  and  recovered 
completely — the  sight  was  unimpaired. 


SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

It  was  not  possible  to  take  any  further  steps  in  the  amalgamation 
of  the  Health  Visiting  and  the  School  Health  Nursing  Services, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  three  Health  Visitors  held  dual 
appointments. 

The  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  acts  as  Inspector  of  Mid  wives. 
In  addition,  there  was  one  nurse  engaged  solely  on  tuberculosis 
work,  in  addition  to  two  nurses  (ex-patients)  who  were  working 
part-time. 

The  Assisted  Training  Scheme  continued  during  the  j^ear  and 
one  vacancy  was  allocated  to  a  District  Nurse  on  condition  that 
she  works  for  two  years  as  a  District  Nurse  with  the  Q.V.I.  on 
obtaining  her  certificate. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  9  whole-time  Health  Visitors 
and  1  part-time  Health  Visitor  in  addition  to  the  Superintendent. 
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*  Premature  infants  born  in  Maternity  Homes  include  2  General  Practitioner  Maternity  Homes  under  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  and  3  Private  Maternity  Homes 
t  Transferred  to  Hospital  on  the  3rd  day,  but  died  on  the  28th  day. 


During  the  }^ear  they  continued  to  co-operate  closely  with  the 
Hospital  Authorities  by  providing  reports  on  special  cases  and 
carrying  out  special  follow-up  visits.  The  “  vetting  ”  of  chronic 
sick  patients  who  are  recommended  for  admission  to  hospital  was 
also  continued.  Although  these  extra  demands  on  the  Health 
Visiting  Service  are  welcome  and  should  be  considered  as  part  of 
the  "  new  look  "  on  this  service,  we  have  found  that  the  Health 
Visitors  are  at  times  hard  pressed  to  carry  out  all  their  numerous 
duties. 

The  following  is  a  summarj^  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 

year : — 


First  visits  after  receipt  of  notification  . . . 

1,717 

Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years 

...  19,358 

Re-visits  to  children  under  1  year 

9,987 

Special  visits 

1,243 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

1,219 

Visits  to  cases  of  infectious  disease 

69 

Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  33,593 


In  addition  to  the  above,  the  following  special  visits  were  paid 
by  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor:— 


Visits  to  Midwives  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Inspection  of  Mid  wives’  records  and  equipment  ...  37 

District  supervision  of  nursings  ...  ...  ...  9 

Visits  to  Maternity  Home  Helps  ...  ...  ...  10 

Examination  of  Private  Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  23 

Visits  to  Hospitals  and  Maternity  Nursing  Homes  ...  44 

Visits  to  Day  Nurseries  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Visits  to  premature  babies  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Stillbirth  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Special  visits  to  Chronic  Sick  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Special  miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

Our  arrangements  with  the  Queen  Victoria  Institute  have 
continued  to  function  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  Unfortunately 
the  staff  position  does  not  get  any  better,  and  we  still  have  to  report 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  nursing  visits  which  is  primarily  due 
to  this  shortage. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  work  for  1951 : — 
Number  of  cases  on  books  on  first  day  of  the  year  ...  351 

Number  of  new  cases  nursed  during  the  year  ...  ...  2,462 
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Referred  bv— 

Patient’s  family  doctor 
Hospital  ... 

Patient’s  application 

Classification  of  new  cases — 
Medical  ... 

Surgical  ... 


2.072 

187 

203 


2,111 

351 


Total  number  of  general  nursing  visits  paid  during  the 

y  Gdii  ••• 


66.973 


Classification  of  discharges— 
Convalescent 
Transferred  to  hospital... 
Died 

Relieved  ... 


847 

314 

345 

939 


Number  of  cases  on  the  books  on  the  last  day  of  the 
year- 


330 


(1) 

Number  of  1 
employed  at 

lome  Nurses 
31/12/1951 

Equivalent 
of  whole-time 
Services 
devoted  by 
Home  Nurses 
included  in 
cols.  (2)  &  (3) 
to  Home 
Nursing 

(P 

Number  of 
Visits  paid 
by  Home 
Nurses 
during  the 
year 

(5) 

Number  of 
Cases 

attended  by 
Home  Nurses 
during  the 
year 

(6) 

Whole-time 
on  Home 
Nursing 

(2) 

Part-time 
on  Home 
Nursing 

(3) 

Local  Health 
Authority 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Voluntary 

Organisations 

by 

Agreement 
with  the 
Authority 

Admin.  4 

Queen’s  8 

Candidates  4 

O 

o 

66,937 

2,831 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  arrangements  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and 
against  whooping  cough,  either  in  combination  or  separately, 
continues  to  be  carried  out  by  medical  officers  of  the  Local  Health 
Authority  at  special  clinic  sessions,  and  also  by  general  practitioners. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  children  immunised  continues 
at  a  satisfactory  level.  For  the  third  year  in  succession  there  were 
no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  borough. 


Immunisation.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at 
the  31st  December,  1951.  These  figures  include  children  who  were 
given  combined  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation: — 


Age  at 
31/12/51 
i.e.,  born 
in  Year 

Under  1 
1951 

1 

1950 

2 

1949 

3 

1948 

4 

1947 

5—9 

1942-1946 

10-14 

1937-1941 

Total 
under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

89 

877 

1,154 

1,290 

' 

1,724 

6,439 

5,965 

17,538 

Estimated 

mid-year 

Population, 

1951 

9,520 

=  53-9  per  cent, 
immunised 

16,276 

=  76-2  per  cent, 
immunised 

Booster  Doses  for  Diphtheria  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...  951 

Do.  for  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough  ...  165 


The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course  of  inoculation 
with  Pertussis  Vaccines  (including  Alum  Precipitated  Vaccines  and 
vaccines  combined  with  diphtheria  prophylactic)  during  the  j^ear 
1951  was  as  follows: — 


Age  at  Date  of 
Final  Injection 


Under 

1-4 

5—14 

Total 

1  year 

years 

years 

676 

401 

88 

1,165 

Booster  Doses — Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria...  165 
Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 


Vaccination.  The  following  table  gives  the  position  as  at 
December  31st,  1951.  The  number  of  live  births  during  1951  was 
•K270*;  this  gives  an  acceptance  rate  of  39%. 


Age  at  31/12/51, 
i.e.,  born  in  Year 

Under  1 
1951 

1  year 
1950 

2-4 

1947-49 

5-14 

1937-46 

15  or  over 
before  1937 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

695 

118 

102 

135 

196  f'RAtfT 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

— 

10 

72 

82 

SECTION  26.  IMMUNISATION  FIGURES  FOR  PERIOD  1st  JANUARY  to  31st  DECEMBER,  1951 
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Vaccination  Figures  for  period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1951  . 


Clinic 

0—6  months 

7-12  months 

Over  12  months 

Totals 

Grovelands 

52 

16 

31 

99 

Whitley 

68 

21 

40 

129 

Tilehurst 

18 

5 

8 

31 

Caver  sham 

20 

6 

2 

28 

School 

63 

20 

80 

163 

Carried  out  by 
Private 
Practitioners 

231 

175 

472 

878 

Totals 

452 

243 

633 

1,328 

SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

There  were  no  major  developments  in  this  service  during  the 
year,  although  I  have  to  report  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of 
journeys.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  there  were  6  vehicles  stationed 
at  the  Central  Transport  Depot,  plus  1  ambulance  stationed  at  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  This  latter  ambulance  is  reserved  for  cases  of 
smallpox.  In  addition,  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  provides 
1  ambulance  by  which  it  carries  out  certain  duties  as  agent  for  the 
Corporation.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  also  undertakes  some 
ambulance  journeys  at  our  request;  this  service  ranks  as  a  supple¬ 
mentary  service. 

The  day-to-day  supervision  of  the  Ambulance  Service  is  carried 
out  by  the  Transport  Manager  and  his  staff,  and  I  am  grateful  to 
them  for  the  excellent  manner  in  which  they  have  administered 
the  service. 

The  Ambulance  Service  covers  not  only  the  County  Borough  of 
Reading,  but  also  a  fringe  area  of  the  town  which  extends  into 
Berkshire  and  into  Oxfordshire.  In  order  to  avoid  a  lot  of  clerical 
work,  we  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  Berkshire  County  Council 
whereby  we  would  continue  to  act  as  its  agent  for  the  fringe  area 
in  return  for  a  sum.  The  journeys  undertaken  on  behalf  of  the 
Oxfordshire  County  Council  are  recharged  on  a  mileage  basis. 

The  following  table  gives  a  record  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year: — 

Record  of  work  performed  by  the  Ambulance  Service  during  the 
year  (i.e.  Borough  and  non- Borough  cases) : — 
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Journeys 

Mileage 

Emergency 

1,169 

5,464 

Non-urgent 

9,569 

97,461 

Bed  Bureau 

1,390 

14,300 

Midwifery  Flying  Squad 

48 

614 

Departmental  Ambulances  ... 

10,932 

104,409 

St.  John  Ambulances  ... 

1,242 

12,649 

British  Red  Cross 

2 

781 

The  figures  for  Reading  Borough  alone 

were  as  follows 

— 

Journeys 

Mileage 

Emergency 

999 

3,549 

Non-urgent 

8,565 

81,889 

Bed  Bureau 

1,102 

9,574 

Midwifery  Flying  Squad 

44 

558 

Departmental  Ambulances  ... 

9,575 

84,048 

St.  J ohn  Ambulances  ... 

1,134 

11,139 

British  Red  Cross 

1 

383 

Hospital  Car  Service.  The  following  is 

a  record  of  the  work 

performed  by  the  Hospital  Car  Service  during  the  year  and  relates 

only  to  Borough  cases: — 

Total  No.  of  Total  No. 

Total 

Calls  during  of  Patients 

Mileage. 

year.  carried. 

7,257  9,949 

86,224 

On  studying  these  figures  one  finds  that  there  has  been  a  steady 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  carried  since  July,  1948.  I  think 
we  must  appreciate  both  the  ambulance  service  and  the  hospital 
car  service  as  being  complementary  to  the  best  use  of  hospital  beds. 
The  Ambulance  Service  and  the  Hospital  Car  Service  enable  patients 
to  report  to  Out-patients  for  treatment  and,  therefore,  to  be  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital  earlier  than  would  otherwise  have  taken  place. 
In  turn  this  leads  to  a  quicker  turn-over  of  hospital  beds  and  a 
consequent  benefit  to  the  public  at  large.  All  requests  for  these 
services  are  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  a  medical  practitioner. 

In  August,  1951,  we  acquired  a  small  light  ambulance.  This  has 
proved  extremely  useful  because  it  can  take  more  than  one  sitting 
case,  and  can  also  deal  with  patients  in  large  plasters  who  otherwise 
would  have  to  be  transported  in  one  of  our  large  ambulances. 
We  anticipate  another  light  ambulance  will  be  delivered  in  1952, 
and  there  are  hopes  that  the  use  of  these >  two  vehicles,  without  the 
employment  of  any  additional  crew,  will  effect  some  reduction  in 
the  amount  which  is  paid  out  to  car  drivers  of  the  Hospital  Car 
Service.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  20  drivers  were  in  the  Hospital 
Car  Service. 
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SECTION  28 — PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AFTER-CARE 

Tuberculosis.  The  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association 
continued  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  this 
work.  Mrs.  Janet  Snow,  Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer  and  Honorary 
Secretary  of  the  Association,  reports  as  follows: — 

"  The  Executive  Committee  have  met  on  eleven  occasions,  i.e. 
once  each  month  except  during  August.  The  Committee  meet  to 
advise  on  general  problems  which  arise  in  the  after-care  of  patients, 
to  administer  the  grant  made  by  the  local  authority,  and  to 
administer  recommended  grants  from  the  Voluntary  Fund.  The 
table  below  shows  the  main  types  of  applications  which  have  been 
considered : — 

Nature  of  Application.  Number  of  Cases . 

Clothing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Convalescence  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Free  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  68 

Bed  and  Bedding  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Financial  (Voluntary  Fund  only)  ...  16 

Domestic  Help  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Fuel  Allowance  (Voluntary  Fund  only)  ...  40 

Radio  Repairs  and  Equipment  ...  ...  8 


177 


Re-applications  for  Free  Milk  ...  ...  153 

Grants  of  Free  Milk  discontinued ...  ...  52 

“  Many  cases  are  also  referred  for  further  assistance  to  other 
statutory  and  voluntary  agencies.  The  closest  contact  is  maintained 
with  the  National  Assistance  Board,  the  Domestic  Help  Service, 
the  Resettlement  Officer  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  with  other 
departments  of  the  Corporation,  particularly  the  Housing  Depart¬ 
ment. 

;  ‘  Many  of  the  difficulties  which  beset  a  family,  when  one  member 
is  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  T.B.,  arise  over  the  shortage  of 
hospital  beds.  Treatment  is  started  at  home.  This  may  mean  the 
patient  having  a  separate  room,  bed,  bedding,  domestic  utensils 
and  an  extra  fire.  All  this  involves  the  family  in  additional  expense. 
Much  of  the  help  given  by  the  Care  Association  therefore  is  to 
provide  these  things  either  permanently  or  on  loan.  This  year  two 
radio  sets  have  been  purchased  by  the  Association  and  loaned  to 
patients.  (A  few  homes  are  without  radio  sets — an  item  which  has 
almost  become  a  necessity.) 

“  When  it  was  found  that  gas  fires  could  no  longer  be  hired,  the 
Committee  agreed  to  purchase  reconditioned  fires  from  the  Gas 
Board  and  loan  these  to  patients  during  the  period  of  treatment. 
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“  In  some  houses  no  light  existed  in  the  bedrooms  and  patients 
were  treated  by  candlelight.  The  Secretary  approached  the  Borough 
Architect  and  where  this  arose  in  Council  property,  he  sanctioned 
the  installation,  without  cost  to  the  patient. 

“  Help  in  the  garden  is  another  need  of  the  family,  particularly 
where  a  male  member  is  ill.  Some  families  are  rehoused  on  to  new 
estates  and  are  faced  with  the  task  of  digging  and  tidying  the  ground 
as  it  is  left  by  the  builders.  The  Committee  have  contacted  other 
associations,  and  formed  a  small  group  of  volunteer  helpers  who 
will  tackle  such  a  problem. 

“  This  year  an  extension  in  the  Christmas  Parcel  Scheme  was 
made.  As  well  as  supplying  some  86  food  parcels,  individual  gifts 
were  made  to  the  T.B.  patients  at  Prospect  Park  Hospital  and  40 
gifts  taken  to  the  children  of  patients.” 

Occupational  Therapy.  On  the  1st  August,  1950,  the  Local 
Health  Authority  resumed  responsibility  for  the  administration  of 
this  Department,  which  had  previously  been  undertaken  by  the 
Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association. 

The  Department  has  mainly  confined  its  work  amongst  those 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  during  their  period  of 
treatment.  The  Occupational  Therapist,  Miss  L.  D.  Saunders,  has 
made  a  large  number  of  visits  to  patients  in  their  own  homes,  and 
during  their  stay  as  in-patients  at  Park  Hospital,  Reading. 

During  the  period  under  review  some  157  patients  have  used 
the  services  of  the  Department,  and  have  been  instructed  in  the 
making  of  handbags,  cushion  covers,  woven  scarves,  lace  centres, 
gloves,  rope-brushes,  berets,  wallets,  note-cases,  string-bags,  wTaste 
paper  baskets,  purses,  shopping  baskets,  rugs,  work  baskets, 
embroideries  and  knitted  goods. 

The  volume  of  work  undertaken  can  be  assessed  from  the 
following  figures: — 

(1)  The  Department  which  is  operated  from  26,  Argyle  Street, 
Reading  (Occupational  Therapist’s  private  residence),  contains 
stocks  of  fifty- seven  different  types  of  materials  (i.e.  leather,  wool, 
etc.). 

(2)  During  the  seventeen  months  covered  by  this  report,  various 
firms  have  made  444  deliveries  of  goods  costing  £1,558  5s.  44d. 

(3)  During  the  same  period  the  Occupational  Therapist  has  made 
3,520  different  issues  of  goods  costing  £1,158  16s.  5  id. 

(4)  Of  these  issues  there  has  been  144  items  returned  by  patients 
to  the  Department  amounting  to  £66  5s.  lOd. 

(5)  Patients  pay  for  materials  only,  and  up  to  the  31st  December, 
1951,  the  Department  had  been  reimbursed  by  £812  12s.  9d. 

When  patients  have  completed  making  their  articles,  they  dispose 
of  them  by  sale  to  members  of  their  family  and  friends.  If  their 
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period  of  treatment  is  lengthy,  patients  naturally  begin  to  find 
difficulty  in  disposing  of  their  goods.  In  this  matter  the  Department 
helps  in  one  of  the  following  ways: — 

(1)  By  private  sale,  through  the  Occupational  Therapist. 

(2)  By  display  and  sale  at  the  Salisbury  Road  Post  Office, 
Reading. 

(3)  By  delivery  to,  and  sale  at,  the  Helping  Hand  Shop,  Covered 
Market,  Oxford. 

The  Department  are  grateful  to  Mr.  Jackson  of  the  Salisbury 
Road  Post  Office  for  the  interest  and  help  he  has  given  in  selling 
more  than  twenty  handbags  during  1951,  for  and  on  behalf  of 
patients. 

The  Helping  Hand  Shop  at  Oxford  first  undertook  to  accept 
goods  made  by  Reading  patients  in  June,  1951.  Since  then  205 
articles  have  been  delivered  to  the  Shop.  These  goods  have  reached 
a  high  standard  of  craftsmanship,  and  at  the  end  of  December  166 
had  been  sold.  The  cash  sales  amounted  to  £102  7s.  8d.,  and  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Department  for  disbursement  to  the  patients 
whose  goods  were  submitted. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Department  will  shortly  be  rehoused  with 
separate  workroom  accommodation.  These  improved  facilities 
should  permit  more  patients  to  be  seen  and  receive  instruction, 
and  thereby  be  the  more  quickly  rehabilitated. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination.  B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  contacts  of  tuber¬ 
culous  patients  continued  throughout  the  year;  186  patients  were 
vaccinated.  Our  boarding-out  scheme  for  child  contacts  continued, 
and  during  the  year  5  cases  were  boarded  out. 

Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus.  Patients 
who  are  attended  by  the  Queen’s  Nurses  are  supplied  free  with 
nursing  requisites  on  loan.  In  addition,  12  applications  from  other 
sources  (mainly  hospitals)  were  accepted. 

Holiday  Convalescence.  During  the  year  17  adults  and  13 
children  were  sent  away  for  periods  of  convalescence  under  the 
Council’s  Scheme;  repayment  was  made  in  accordance  with  an 
income  scale. 

SECTION  29— PROVISION  OF  HOME  HELPS 

This  important  service  continues  to  be  largely  used,  and  its 
availability  is  mainly  restricted  by  the  amount  of  money  which 
can  be  spent  on  it.  We  feel  that  many  patients  are  able  to  remain 
in  their  own  homes  and  amongst  their  own  friends  in  reasonable 
comfort  if  a  domestic  help  can  be  supplied.  The  following  table 
gives  a  summary  of  the  position  as  at  31st  December,  1951: — 
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1 .  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed — 

(a)  Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

2.  Number  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided 

during  the  year — 

(a)  Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  ...  437 

(b)  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

(c)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  566 

3.  Number  of  Domestic  Help  Organizers  employed  ...  2 

The  table  on  page  45  gives  a  more  detailed  analysis  of  these 
figures  month  by  month. 


SECTIONS  50  AND  51— MENTAL  WELFARE 

1  Administration.  The  Mental  Welfare  Services  are  admini¬ 
stered  by  the  Mental  Welfare  Sub-Committee  which  meets  once  a 
quarter.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  1  Duly  Authorised 
Officer  (with  appropriate  relief),  1  Mental  Deficiency  Visitor  and 
1  Assistant,  1  Mental  Welfare  Officer,  and  1  Supervisor  of  the 
Occupation  Centre  with  appropriate  assistants.  The  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  members  of  his  staff  act  as  Medical  Officers  for  this 
work. 

The  Mental  Deficiency  Visitor  has  undertaken  duties  of  super¬ 
vision  and  furnishing  of  reports  to  hospitals  and  other  Local  Health 
Authorities. 

Liaison  with  the  Hospital  Service  is  affected  by  virtue  of  the 
fact  that  the  services  of  the  Mental  Welfare  Officer  are  made 
available  to  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  for  50  per  cent,  of  his 
time;  the  Hospital  Management  Committee  pays  50  per  cent,  of 
his  salary.  In  practice  we  find  this  a  very  useful  form  of  liaison 
since  he  receives  reports  of  patients  discharged  from  hospital,  sees 
them  at  the  Out-patient  Clinic  and  can  arrange  to  follow  them  up 
when  they  have  been  discharged  from  the  care  of  the  Hospital. 
He  is  also  responsible  for  the  community  care  work  of  the  Local 
Health  Authority.  No  duties  have  been  delegated  to  Voluntary 
Associations. 

No  arrangements  have  been  initiated  for  the  training  of  Mental 
Health  Workers. 


2  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  1913-1938.  As  in  previous  years, 
our  chief  difficulty  has  been  shortage  of  institutional  accommodation 
for  mental  defectives.  The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the 
work  carried  out  during  the  year  and  of  the  classification  of  the 
patients  ascertained  during  the  year: — 


SECTION  29:  DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
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Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  31st  December,  1951- 
Cases  4  4  subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  In  an  Institution: — 

Borocourt,  80;  Brentry  Colony,  7;  Royal  Earls- 
wood,  Surrey,  1;  Wayland  House,  13;  Botley’s 
Park,  Surrey,  4 ;  Battle  Hospital,  7 ;  State  Institu¬ 
tions,  9;  Manor  House,  Aylesbury,  5;  Normans- 
field,  Teddington,  1;  Wokingham  Hospital,  2; 


Old  House,  Wheatley,  4  ...  ...  ...  ...  80  67  147 

(b)  On  Licence  from  Institution: — 

Employed  away  from  home,  1 1 ;  Employed  living 

at  home,  2;  in  Hospital,  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  10  14 

(c)  Under  Guardianship: — 

Receiving  National  Assistance,  11;  in  Employ¬ 
ment,  2  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9  4  13 

(d)  On  Licence  from  Guardianship  ...  ...  ...  1  —  1 

(e)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  101  90  191 

(f)  In  Private  Homes  awaiting  transfer  to  Institution  2  —  2 


Disposal  of  cases  during  1951 : — 


(a)  Granted  Licence  from  Institution...  ...  ...  2  2  4 

Returned  from  Licence  to  Institution  ...  ...  6  3  9 

Died  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  6  6 

Left  the  District  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  1  3 

Discharged  from  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1  1 

(b)  Awaiting  removal  to  Institution  ...  ...  ...  10  8  18 


Number  of  cases  ascertained  during  1951 : — 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities 

(Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944) — 

(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)  ...  ...  ...  5 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5) — 

On  leaving  Special  Schools  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  Ordinary  Schools  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Other  ascertained  defectives  reported  during  1951 

and  found  to  be  “  Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  ...  6 


5  10 

6  14 

3  3 

4  10 


Cases  not  at  present  “subject  to  be  dealt  with”: — 

(a)  Under  Friendly  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  45  32  77 

(b)  For  whom  the  Local  Authority  may  subsequently 

become  liable  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  4  6 


Supervised  on  behalf  of  other  Authorities 


2 


8 


10 
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Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1951: — 

Total  as  at 


During  1951 

Under  Aged  16 

age  16  and  over 

1st  January,  1952 
Under  Aged  16 

age  16  and  over 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local 
Education  Authorities  (Sec¬ 
tion  57,  Education  Act,  1944) 
(i)  Under  Section  57  (3)... 

5 

5 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (5),  on 
leaving  Special  Schools 

2 

8 

4  _  _  _  _ 

On  leaving  Ordinary 
Schools 

— 

3 

— 

-  - -  - -  -  . - 

(b)  Cases  referred  by  the  Police 
or  by  the  Courts  under  Sec¬ 
tion  8(1)  (a)  (or  as  a  result 
of  other  action  by  the  Courts) 

2 

(c)  Other  defectives  reported 
during  1951: — 

(i)  Found  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” 

1 

3 

(ii)  Not  at  present  “  subject 
to  be  dealt  with  ” 

■ — 

— 

— 

i  -  -  -  - 

Total  number  of  cases  reported 
during  the  year 

8 

10 

11 

9  ______  _ 

Disposal  of  cases:— 

(a)  Those  found  “  subject  to  be 
dealt  with  ” : — 


<b) 


(i)  Placed  under  Statutory 

Supervision  ...  ...  4  8 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardian¬ 
ship  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

(iii)  Taken  to  “  Places  of 

Safety”  ...  ...  —  — 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions  3  1 

(v)  Died  or  removed  from 

area  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  1  — 


9  5 

1  3 

1  — 


17  17 

15  4 

2  — 


84  73 

10  4 

69  73 


Those  not  at  present  “  sub¬ 
ject  to  be  dealt  with  — 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary 

Supervision  ...  ...  —  —  —  1  —  —  45  32 


(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be 

defective  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from 

area  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary  ...  —  —  —  —  —  ■ —  —  — 

( v)  Action  not  yet  taken  ...  —  —  —  ■ —  —  —  —  — 

8  10  11  9  34  21  208  182 


Total 
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Classification  of  defectives  in  the  community  on  1st  January, 
1952 : — 


During  1951 
Under  Aged  16 
age  16  and  over 


Total  as  at 
1st  January,  1952 
Under  Aged  16 
age  16  and  over 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


(a) 


Cases  in  need  of  institutional 
care : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  insti¬ 
tutional  care: — 

(i)  Cot  and  chair  cases 

(ii)  Ambulant  low- 
grade  cases 

(iii)  Medium-grade  cases 

(iv)  High-grade  cases . . . 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of 
institutional  care: — 

(i)  Cot  and  chair  cases 

(ii)  Ambulant  low- 
grade  cases 

(iii)  Medium-grade  cases 

(iv)  High-grade  cases... 


2  —  — 


2 


2 


5 


1 

1 

1 


Total  . . . 


5  4  5  5 


Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on  1st  January, 
1952  : — 

Under  Aged 

age  16  16  and  over 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Number  in  need  of  institutional  care  only  because 
of  poor  environment: — 

(i)  Medium-grade  cases .. .  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  — 

(ii)  High-grade  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  —  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • —  —  —  — 


Cases  considered  suitable  for: — 

(i)  Occupation  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  7  23  42 

(ii)  Industrial  Centre  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  • —  — 

(iii)  Home  Training  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1  1  1 

Total  .  11  8  24  43 


Number  of  cases  receiving  training  on  1st  January, 

1952:— 

(i)  In  the  Occupation  Centre  ...  ...  ...  9  4  17  34 

(ii)  In  Industrial  Centre...  ...  ...  ...  —  —  — 

(iii)  At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  1  1  1 

9  5  18  35 


Total 
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Number  of  Mental  Defectives  who  were  in  Institutions,  under 
Community  Care  (including  Voluntary  Supervision)  or  in  “  Places 
of  Safety  ”  on  1st  January,  1951,  who  have  ceased  to  be  any  of 
these  forms  of  care  during  1951. 

M.  F.  T. 

(a)  Ceased  to  be  under  care  ...  ...  ...  ...  —  2  2 

(b)  Died,  removed  from  area,  or  lost  sight  of  ...  ...  2  8  10 

Total  .  2  10  12 


Of  the  total  number  of  mental  defectives  under  Supervision  or 
Guardianship  or  no  longer  under  care  :— 

(a)  Number  who  have  given  birth  to  children  while  unmarried 

during  1951  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Males  Females 

(b)  Number  who  have  married  during  1951  ...  1  1 

Occupation  Centre.  Miss  Barkas,  the  Supervisor,  reports  as 
follows : — 

Classes  have  been  held  during  the  school  terms  from  Mondays 
till  Fridays  inclusive. 

Hours  of  attendance.  Mondays,  9.45  a. m. -4.30  p.m. ;  Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays  and  Thursdays,  9.45  a.m.-4  p.m.;  Fridays,  9.45  a.m.- 
4.30  p.m. 

Numbers  attending.  The  number  of  defectives  on  the  register  on 


December  31st,  1951,  was  as  follows: — 

Males. 

Females. 

From  Borough — 

Full-time 

22 

38 

Part-time 

From  Berks  County  Council — 

4 

1 

Full-time 

From  Oxfordshire  County  Council — 

1 

1 

Full-time 

1 

— 

28 

40 

Total- 

-68 

Home  Teaching. 

Staff.  The  Centre  has  been  staffed  by  the  following: — 
Supervisor. 

3  Assistants. 

2  Guide  Assistants. 

Part-time : — 

Boot  Repairer. 

Woodwork  Instructor. 

Caretaker — part-time  service  in  gardening  instruction. 
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Particulars  relating  to  Staff  are  as  follows: — 

(a)  Miss  B.  Salmon  was  appointed  on  September  3rd,  1951. 

(b)  Mr.  H.  A.  Allen  replaced  Mr.  O.  R.  Craven  on  April  30th, 
1951,  as  Assistant  Supervisor  for  Male  Defectives. 

(c)  Mr.  L.  Busby  resigned  post  as  Instructor  in  Boot  Repairing 
at  end  of  Summer  Term  (post  not  yet  filled). 

(d)  Mr.  J.  R.  Brigham  resigned  post  as  Woodwork  Instructor 
in  December,  1951  (post  not  yet  filled). 

Use  of  School  Clinic.  We  have  been  indebted  to  the  School 
Clinic  for  the  following  services: — 

(a)  A  full  medical  inspection  carried  out  by  the  Deputy  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  during  the  Autumn  Term. 

(b)  For  dental  and  other  necessary  treatments. 

Transport.  Two  special  buses  have  been  in  operation  during 
the  year  collecting  defectives  from  the  following  districts: — 

(a)  Whitley,  Basingstoke  Road,  Southampton  Street. 

(b)  Lower  Caversham  and  Oxford  Road  area. 

Free  bus  tickets  have  been  issued  to  defectives  not  requiring 
special  escort. 

Meals.  By  arrangement  with  the  School  Meals  Service,  a  mid-day 
meal  has  been  served  daily  to  defectives  and  to  staff  requiring 
meals.  The  parents  of  the  defectives  have  been  contributing  7d. 
towards  the  total  cost  of  1/2  except  in  cases  of  financial  difficulties 
when  the  meals  have  been  provided  free. 

Milk.  Milk  has  been  supplied  to  the  children  under  the  “  Milk 
for  Schools  ”  Scheme. 

Curriculum.  Subjects  taught  include  the  following: — 

(a)  Some  religious  instruction. 

(b)  Handicrafts  planned  to  meet  the  requirements  of  each  grade 

(c)  Simple  domestic  duties. 

(d)  P.T.  and  dancing.  Action  songs  and  games  for  children. 

(e)  Percussion  band  and  singing. 

(f)  Speech  training. 

(g)  Sense  training. 

Special  classes  for  boys. 

(h)  Gardening. 

(i)  Woodwork  (1  session  weekly). 

(j)  Boot  repairing  (now  in  abeyance). 

(k)  Games  (1  session  weekly  at  Palmer  Park— football  during 
winter  months,  cricket  during  summer). 

Special  class  for  girls. 

Cookery  (1  session  per  week).  Started  in  November. 
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Other  Activities. 

Summer  Outing  to  Bognor.  Forty-nine  defectives  and  eight  helpers 
were  taken  by  two  of  Smith’s  Coaches  to  Bognor  on  June  15th. 
The  weather  was  ideal  and  everyone  spent  a  very  enjoyable  time. 
The  patients  were  responsible  for  their  own  lunch  and  contributed 
2/-  towards  the  cost  of  the  tea  which  was  taken  at  the  Rex  Cafe. 

Open  Day.  We  held  our  Open  Day  on  December  5th  at  St.  John’s 
Hall.  This  year  we  were  fortunate  in  having  with  us  Miss  F.  Dean 
(Education  Department  of  the  N.A.M.H.)  who  gave  an  interesting 
address  on  the  “  Work  of  an  Occupation  Centre.”  The  chair  was 
taken  by  Councillor  D.  Jones,  Vice-Chairman  Mental  Welfare 
Sub-Committee,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speaker  was  proposed 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  meeting  was  well  attended  by  parents  and  others  interested 
in  the  work. 

Several  of  the  defectives  of  various  grades  took  part  in  a 
programme  of  physical  activities.  The  work  was  on  view,  most  of 
which  was  for  sale. 

Christmas  Party.  This  annual  event  at  which  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress  kindly  presided  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall  on  December 
19th.  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  some  officials  were 
present  at  tea. 

We  were  indebted  to  several  kind  friends  for  providing  a  suitable 
and  enjoyable  entertainment. 

The  Guild  of  the  Brave.  This  organisation  has  held  its  monthly 
meetings  at  the  Occupation  Centre  during  term  time.  Fourteen  of 
our  defectives  have  now  been  enrolled  as  members. 

Students.  This  year  again  we  have  been  pleased  to  accept  students 
from  the  N.A.M.H. 


3  Mental  Illness. 

(a)  Reading  Association  for  Mental  Health.  This  Associa¬ 
tion  is  a  voluntary  and  non-profit  forming  enterprise.  The  two 
main  objects  of  the  Association  are  to  encourage  and  promote  the 
study  of  Mental  Health  in  Reading,  and  to  provide  lectures  and 
discussions  for  this  purpose. 

The  Association  has  a  membership  of  sixty-four,  and  its  affairs 
are  managed  by  a  Committee  of  nine  members  including  the 
Chairman,  Honorary  Secretary  and  Honorary  Treasurer,  elected 
at  the  inaugural  meeting  held  on  the  9th  May,  1951. 

The  Committee  have  arranged  a  programme  for  the  period 
September,  1951,  to  March,  1952,  consisting  of  two  meetings  each 
month  under  the  general  title  “  Getting  on  with  other  people.” 
The  first  meeting  in  each  month  is  devoted  to  one  aspect  of  the  title 
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theme,  viz.,  “  Getting  on  with  oneself,”  “  Getting  on  at  home,” 
“  Getting  on  at  school,”  “  Getting  on  at  work.”  At  the  first  meeting 
in  each  month  a  guest  speaker  addresses  members  on  one  particular 
aspect.  On  the  succeeding  week  members  discuss  the  subject  and 
the  matters  raised  by  the  speakers. 

The  meetings  are  held  in  St.  Laurence’s  Church  Hall,  Abbey 
Street,  Reading,  at  7.30  p.m. 

The  Association  was  initially  formed  for  the  period  1st  June,  1951, 
to  the  31st  May,  1952.  Its  continuance  thereafter  will  be  decided 
at  a  General  Meeting  to  be  held  on  the  30th  April,  1952. 

(b)  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  1890-1930.  During 
the  year  the  following  have  been  received  into  various  Mental 
Hospitals  from  Reading: — 

Lunacy  Act,  1890: 

Section  6 — Certified  on  petition — 1  patient  (female). 

Section  16 — Certified  under  Summary  Reception  Order — 58 
patients  (19  males,  39  females). 

Section  20 — Removal  under  Duly  Authorised  Officer’s  Order  (3 
days) — 3  patients  (2  males,  1  female). 

Section  21 — Removal  under  Justice’s  Order  (14  days) — 1  patient 
(male). 

Persons  examined  by  Justice  but  no  Order  made — 9  patients 
(3  males,  6  females). 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930: 

Section  1 — Voluntary  Patients — 102  patients  (44  males,  58 
females). 

Section  5 — Temporary  Patients — 3  patients  (2  males,  1  female). 

Criminal  Justices  Act,  1948: 

Section  24 — Certified — 2  patients  (1  male,  1  female). 


The  following  Reading  patients  have  left  Mental  Hospitals: — 
Certified  Patients. 

Left  on  trial  prior  to  discharge — 18  patients  (6  males,  12  females). 
Discharged  recovered — 14  patients  (4  males,  10  females). 
Discharged  relieved — 12  patients  (2  males,  10  females). 
Transferred  to  other  hospitals — 1  patient  (female). 

Patients  regraded  from  Certified  to  Voluntary — 6  patients  (4  males 
2  females). 

Voluntary  Patients. 

Left  Hospital — 88  patients  (34  males,  54  females). 

Transferred  to  other  hospitals — 3  patients  (females). 

Temporary  Patients. 

Recovered — 1  patient  (female). 
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The  following  deaths  have  occurred  amongst  Reading  patients 
in  Mental  Hospitals: — 

Certified  Patients — 32  patients  (10  males,  22  females). 

Voluntary  Patients — 7  patients  (5  males,  2  females). 

Temporary  Patients — Nil. 

By  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  admissions  by  certification 
during  1951  have  increased  by  58%.  It  is  hoped  that  the  notification 
of  elderly  persons  and  their  certification  under  the  Lunacy  Acts 
will  soon  reach  a  stable  level.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  provision 
by  Hospital  Management  Committees  of  long-stay  annexes  and 
wards  in  some  of  the  general  hospitals  for  those  suffering  from 
senile  dementia  will  do  much  to  prevent  certification  of  old  people 
and  serve  also  to  make  mental  hospital  accommodation  more  readily 
available  for  the  acute  type  of  case. 

The  number  of  admissions  under  Section  1  of  the  Mental 
Treatment  Act,  1930,  as  voluntary  patients  was  practically  the  same 
as  in  1950,  and  this,  despite  the  closure  of  the  Fair  Mile  Hospital, 
Wallingford,  for  the  period  November  1st  to  22nd.  The  closure 
was  predicted  in  this  report  last  year.  Acute  certified  patients  were 
received  into  Littlemore  Hospital,  Oxford,  for  the  first  fourteen 
days,  when  this  hospital  was  declared  to  be  full.  For  the  period 
November  15th  to  22nd,  Reading  patients  were  directed  to  be 
received  into  Stone  Hospital,  Aylesbury. 

We  were  led  to  hope  in  1946  that  a  considerable  increase  of 
accommodation  for  mental  patients  could  be  expected  within  a 
reasonable  time,  and  the  mental  health  service  therefore  started 
off  at  a  great  pace  believing  that  its  long- cherished  ideal  of  providing 
treatment  for  all  types  of  mental  illness  could  quickly  be  realised. 
Today,  the  outlook  in  this  direction  is  not  too  hopeful,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how — in  view  of  the  present  financial  stringency 
which  seems  likely  to  prevent  the  addition  of  any  considerable 
amount  of  institutional  accommodation  for  a  year  or  two — the 
position  can  be  remedied. 

Although  shorn  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  of  so  much 
of  its  responsibility  for  the  health  services,  the  Local  Health 
Authority  has  the  opportunity  to  work  out  a  worthwhile  health 
service  by  the  building  up  of  a  real  and  active  community  care 
service  under  Section  28  of  the  Act. 

Wherever  possible  the  visiting  of  patients  discharged  from  mental 
hospitals  has  been  undertaken  and  extended  to  other  members  of 
the  community.  The  concept  of  mental  health  in  a  community 
demands  that  its  individual  members  should  themselves  be  stable, 
secure  and  settled  and  that  the  community  pattern  itself  should  be 
a  mentally  healthy  one. 
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(c)  Mr.  F.  B.  Martin  commenced  duties  as  Mental  Welfare  Officer 
in  December,  1951.  His  duties  are  shared  between  the  Local 
Health  Authority  and  the  Reading  and  District  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee.  His  work  includes  attendance  at  Hospital  Clinic, 
follow-up  of  cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  work  in  connection 
with  the  Authority’s  arrangements  for  community  care  of  the 
mentally  ill. 

I  hope  to  be  able  to  give  more  particulars  of  his  work  in  my  next 
annual  report. 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  table  on  page  56  gives  particulars  of  the  notifications  of 
Infectious  Diseases  received  during  the  year. 

I  do  not  think  this  table  calls  for  any  particular  comment  except 
on  the  following  matters: — 

Diphtheria.  It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  for  the  third  year  in 
succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria  in  Reading. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  notifications  of  this  disease  show  a  decrease 
on  1950.  The  disease  continues  to  be  of  an  extremely  mild  type, 
and  we  continue  to  have  difficulty  in  deciding  as  to  the  appropriate 
preventive  measures  which  are  justifiable. 

Whooping  Cough.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  cases  of 
whooping  cough;  the  percentage  of  children  immunised  is  probably 
not  sufficient  to  cause  any  material  decrease  in  the  total  number  of 
cases.  But  at  the  same  time  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  so  far  as 
we  can  ascertain  only  8  of  these  258  patients  had  been  immunised. 
One  knows  from  enquiries  that  in  some  of  these  8  children  the 
disease  was  very  mild. 

Measles.  1951  was  a  measles  year.  Although  many  of  the  cases 
appear  to  have  a  severe  initial  illness  there  appear  to  have  been 
very  few  long-term  complications  such  as  otitis  media  or  prolonged 
debility. 

Pneumonia.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of  notifications 
of  pneumonia.  These  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  when 
there  was  a  severe  incidence  of  illness  of  an  influenzal  type.  Whether 
or  not  it  was  true  virus  influenza  I  am  not  in  a  position  to  say. 
It  will  be  noticed  that  most  of  these  cases  were  in  the  older  age 
groups  and,  unfortunately,  many  elderly  people  succumbed  to 
intercurrent  chest  infection  during  this  outbreak. 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning 
reported  during  the  year. 


GASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951,  CLASSIFIED  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  subjoined  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications 
of  Tuberculosis  and  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis 
since  1938: — 


Year 

Number  of 
Cases 
notified 

Notification 

Rate 

per  100,000  of 
population 

Number  of 
deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
population 

Population 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N  on-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1928-37 
Av  erage 

117 

22 

76 

15 

0-76 

0-15 

1938 

91 

31 

90-63 

30-87 

58 

6 

0-58 

0-05 

100,400 

1939 

95 

40 

94-43 

39-76 

52 

12 

0-50 

0-10 

100,600 

1940 

117 

30 

102-09 

26-18 

74 

18 

0-66 

0-16 

114,600 

1941 

137 

50 

109-77 

40-06 

68 

16 

0-54 

0-13 

124,800 

1942 

186 

40 

157-89 

33-95 

60 

10 

0-51 

0-08 

117,800 

1943 

185 

30 

163-71 

26-54 

57 

13 

0-51 

0  11 

113,000 

1944 

135 

29 

121-25 

26-04 

55 

14 

0-49 

0-13 

111,340 

1945 

119 

16 

109-34 

14-69 

60 

12 

0-55 

Oil 

108,830 

1946 

152 

25 

136-51 

22-49 

73 

11 

0-65 

0-09 

111,340 

1947 

168 

27 

148-72 

23-90 

70 

6 

0-62 

0-05 

112,960 

1948 

132 

24 

115-28 

20-92 

50 

12 

0-43 

0-10 

114,500 

1949 

130 

9 

112-65 

7-80 

35 

6 

0-30 

0-05 

115,500 

1950 

143 

10 

123-52 

8-64 

39 

3 

0-34 

0-03 

115,770 

1951 

115 

3 

99-91 

2-61 

34 

— 

0-29 

0-00 

115,100 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  A.  J.  Karlish,  Chest  Physician,  for  most  of 
the  information  on  which  the  following  comments  are  based. 

The  work  of  the  Chest  Clinic  continued  to  increase  during  1951, 
although  the  accommodation  is  extremely  unsatisfactory.  Alto¬ 
gether  412  new  cases  of  tuberculous  infection  were  seen  during  the 
year  and  158  of  these  were  deemed  to  be  notifiable.  This  latter 
figure  includes  inward  transfers.  The  number  of  new  sputum 
positive  cases  during  1951  was  108,  i.e.  only  6  more  than  in  1950 
in  spite  of  greatly  intensified  bacteriological  research.  It  may  be 
that  new  methods  of  treatment  and  earlier  ascertainment  of  cases 
are  at  least  beginning  to  have  an  effect.  At  any  rate  it  is  pleasing 
to  notice  that  there  has  been  a  further  decrease  in  the  number  of 
deaths  due  to  tuberculosis. 

The  following  table  shows  the  source  and  types  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculous  infection  discovered  during  1951.  It  must  be  empha¬ 
sised  that  the  majority  of  these  were  not  considered  to  be  notifiable. 


SOURCE  AND  TYPE  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  TUBERCULOUS 
INFECTION  ASCERTAINED  DURING  1951 


Mass 

Radiography 

School  Medical 

Service 

Contact 

Supervision 

Doctors’  Cases 

Fluoroscopy 

Transfers 

Hospitals 

H.M.  Forces  and 

Min.  of  Pensions 

Doctors’ 

Notifications 

Readmissions 

Other 

. 

j  Totals 

Primary  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculous  Pleural 

4 

5 

— 

6 

33 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Effusions 

Pulmon.  Tuberculosis: 

2 

— 

— 

4 

5 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Positive  ... 

32 

— 

5 

10 

19 

24 

13 

1 

— 

2 

2 

108 

Negative  ... 

121 

— 

8 

8 

51 

8 

12 

5 

3 

4 

1 

221 

N  on-Respiratory 
Tuberculosis 

— 

• — • 

— 

1 

3 

2 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Totals 

159 

5 

13 

25 

110 

39 

41 

8 

3 

6 

3 

412 

The  following  table  gives  the  source  and  distribution  of  T.B. 
positive  cases  diagnosed  during  1951: — 


Mass  Radiography 

Doctors’  Cases 

Contact 

Supervision 

Referred  by  Doctors 
for  Fluoroscopy 

Transfer 

Hospitals 

Other  (Pensions, 

H.M.  Forces,  etc.) 

Group  I 

14 

3 

3 

1 

6 

5 

3 

35 

Group  II 

17 

6 

2 

14 

13 

5 

1 

58 

Group  III 

1 

1 

— 

4 

5 

3 

1 

15 

Totals 

32 

10 

r-* 

5 

19 

24 

13 

5 

108 

Contacts.  Energetic  follow-up  of  contacts  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  and  528  persons  were  examined  as  new 
contacts,  i.e.  about  five  contacts  per  new  sputum-positive  case. 
Of  these,  14  were  found  to  have  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  5 
were  subsequently  proved  to  be  sputum-positive.  The  same 
procedure  has  been  followed  as  in  previous  years  for  the  supervision 
of  contacts  of  tuberculous  households. 

Discharges.  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  there  is  a  new  tendency 
to  discharge  patients  from  the  Clinic  Register  and  not  to  keep 
them  under  supervision  for  many  years  after  they  are  symptom -free. 
I  feel  that  this  question  of  retention  of  cases  on  the  Register  for 


many  years  when  they  are  symptom-free  is  one  which  should  be 
examined  very  closely  by  Chest  Physicians,  since  the  repercussions 
may  be  far-reaching,  more  especially  in  respect  of  insurance  and 
superannuation  examinations. 

Cases  discharged  from  the  Clinic  Register  during  the  year  were 
as  follows: — 


Recovered 

...  95 

Died 

-1 — /  -i  W  vA  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

...'  35 

Lost  sight  of  or  unwilling  to  attend 

...  21 

Transferred  out  of  area 

...  40 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography.  The  unit  operated  for  seven 
months  in  Reading  during  1951  and  examined  23,000  people. 
180  cases  were  referred  to  the  Clinic  and  159  of  these  were  found 
to  have  tuberculous  infection.  Of  this  figure,  32  were  found  to  have 
positive  sputum. 

In  the  following  tables  all  new  cases  of  tuberculous  infection  have 
been  divided  into  groups  according  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
classification  of  the  extent  of  the  disease.  It  is  interesting  to  separate 
the  M.M.R.  cases  from  those  referred  through  other  agencies.  Of 
the  159  M.M.R.  cases,  110  or  72%  belong  to  Group  I,  while  of  the 
remaining  174  cases  only  79  or  45%  are  in  this  category.  This 
suggests  that  M.M.R.  has  discovered  a  greater  proportion  of  early 
cases  of  disease  than  other  methods. 


Analysis  of  Cases  referred  by  the  M.M.R.  Unit  during  1951. 


Tuberculous  Cases  — 

Primary  tuberculosis 
Pleural  effusions,  tuberculous 
Respiratory  tuberculosis : — 
T.B.  positive,  Group  I  ... 


y  y 
y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


II 

III 


T.B.  negative,  Group  I 


y  y 

y  y 


y  y 
y  y 


II  . 

III  . 

Total  tuberculous  cases 


N on-tuberculous  Cases  — 

No  abnormality  detected 
Pneumonia ... 

Pneumonitis 
Emphysema 
Bronchiectasis 
Carcinoma  of  bronchus  ... 

Silicosis 
Sarcoidosis  ... 

Pleurisy 

Diagnosis  not  concluded  ... 

Total  non-tuberculous  cases 


4 

2 

14 

17 

1 

96 

24 

1 

159 

2 

1 

4 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

—  21 


Total 


180 


60 


Domiciliary  Treatment.  The  spread  of  the  home  treatment 
scheme  not  only  in  relation  to  Park  Hospital,  but  also  in  relation  to 
Peppard  Sanatorium,  has  continued  during  the  year.  The  patients 
who  are  treated  under  the  Park  Hospital  scheme  are  dealt  with 
by  the  Chest  Physician  who  operates  from  the  Chest  Clinic  at  his 
headquarters,  whereas  others  treated  under  the  Peppard  Sanatorium 
scheme  are  dealt  with  by  the  medical  staff  of  the  Sanatorium  who 
work  from  the  hospital  as  their  base.  I  am  not  prepared  to  discuss 
the  relative  merits  of  these  two  methods  of  operation,  but  prima 
facie  it  does  seem  desirable  that  the  same  person  should  be 
responsible  for  the  diagnosis  and  preliminary  treatment  of  cases 
in  their  own  homes  before  admission  to  hospital,  for  their  treatment 
in  hospital  and  also  for  their  treatment  after  discharge  from 
hospital. 

The  following  remarks  are  confined  to  those  patients  treated  by 
the  Chest  Clinic  Physicians.  1,584  visits  were  made  by  the  Clinic’s 
Health  Visitors  and  streptomycin  injections  were  given  by  the 
District  Nurses.  An  average  of  52  patients  per  week  have  received 
treatment  at  home,  including  chemotherapy  and  collapse  measures. 
Two  Medical  Officers  and  two  full-time  Health  Visitors  have  been 
engaged  on  this  work. 

Twenty- two  beds  were  available  at  Park  Hospital  throughout 
the  year;  76  patients  were  admitted  and  77  discharged.  The 
number  of  admissions  was  smaller  than  in  1950,  but  the  average 
duration  of  stay  was  considerably  extended.  This  was  explained 
by  the  fact  that  in  1950  numerous  patients  were  admitted  for  a 
few  days’  investigation  only  (Gastric  lavage  tests,  etc.),  but  with 
the  introduction  of  laryngeal  swabs  this  was  unnecessary  in  1951. 
Moreover,  more  comprehensive  treatment  was  given  to  cases 
admitted  during  the  last  year.  As  a  result,  many  of  those  discharged 
no  longer  required  sanatorium  treatment  and  were  gradually 
returned  to  normal  activities. 

This  practice  of  home  treatment  is,  of  course,  becoming  wide¬ 
spread,  and  undoubtedly  under  present  conditions  it  enables  us  to 
make  the  best  use  of  the  limited  hospital  accommodation  available 
in  respect  of  treatment  of  cases.  But  I  think  it  is  essential  to 
remember  that  it  was  developed  as  a  second  best,  and  I  am  not 
sure  that  in  the  minds  of  some  Chest  Physicians  it  is  not  now  being 
regarded  as  a  first  method  of  choice  of  treatment.  Personally,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  give  an  unqualified  acceptance  to  this  latter  view 
at  the  moment.  I  feel  that  we  have  got  to  have  some  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  effect  on  other  members  of  the  family  of  keeping 
sputum-positive  cases  at  home.  We  must  never  forget  that 
tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  with  peculiar  features  and 
frequently  with  a  long  incubation  period. 

Rehousing.  Seventeen  tuberculous  families  were  rehoused 
during  the  year  compared  with  23  in  1950.  I  still  hear  complaints 
that  the  higher  rent  of  post-war  Council  houses  is  proving  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  acceptance  of  Corporation  houses  by  some  patients, 
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and  it  would  seem  to  me  that  consideration  should  be  given  to  some 
form  of  rent -assisted  scheme,  at  any  rate  for  a  limited  period.  No 
attempt  has  been  made  to  build  houses  which  are  specially  designed 
for  tuberculous  patients,  nor  have  there  been  any  cases  in  which 
a  garden  shelter  has  been  recommended  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

Reference  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  School  Health 
Service  to  a  scheme  of  tuberculin  testing  of  certain  school  children 
which  was  carried  out  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officers. 
We  know  that  the  two  main  reasons  for  rehousing  families  are  the 
presence  of  a  large  number  of  children  in  a  family  or  the  presence 
of  a  tuberculous  patient.  The  question  is  being  asked  in  some 
quarters  as  to  whether  it  is  advisable  to  mix  these  two  categories 
on  one  housing  estate.  Unfortunately,  the  investigation  of  the 
School  Health  Service  was  inconclusive,  but  it  is  being  continued 
and  I  feel  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  make  any  further  comment 
at  the  moment. 


B.C.G.  Up  to  December,  1951 , 382  Mantoux  negative  contact  cases 
had  received  B.C.G.  vaccine;  of  these,  186  vaccinations  were  carried 
out  in  1951.  These  figures  include  many  newly- born  babies  of 
tuberculous  households.  Only  one  axillary  abscess  has  been 
encountered  and  this  healed  promptly  after  being  aspirated. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  Clinic  Register  as 
at  the  31st  December,  1951 : — 


Clinic  Register  as  at  31st  December, 
Primary  tuberculosis 
Pleural  effusions,  tuberculous 
Respiratory  tuberculosis : — - 

(a)  T.B.  negative 

(b)  T.B.  positive  ... 

Combined  tuberculosis 
Skeletal  tuberculosis . . . 

Diagnosis  not  concluded 
Non-tuberculous  cases  under  observation 
Contacts 


1951. 

59 

89 

433 

519 

18 

73 

16 

227 

1,367 


Total  2,801 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Patients  suffering  from  Venereal  Disease  in  Reading  are  treated 
at  the  Clinic  at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital,  which  also  serves 
a  large  area  of  the  surrounding  countryside.  The  following  are 
details  of  patients  from  Reading  who  attended  for  the  first  time 
during  1951 : — 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Other  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 


Total  113 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER.  Mr.  0.  Kean,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  Water 
Engineer,  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  information. 

1 .  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

2.  During  the  year,  samples  were  taken  from  the  river,  and  from 
the  various  pumping  and  filtration  works,  for  chemical  and  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  Following  the  appointment  of  a  chemist  and 
bacteriologist  in  March,  1951,  the  greater  part  of  the  water  analysis 
was  carried  out  in  the  Department’s  own  laboratory  while  samples 
were  submitted  at  regular  intervals  for  independent  examination 
by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories. 

The  number  of  samples  from  each  point,  together  with  the  type 
of  examination  made,  are  set  out  below: — 


Number  of  Samples 

Source 

Type  of  Water 

Full 

Bact. 

Partial 

Bact. 

Full 

Chem. 

Partial 

Chem. 

Fobney  Works 

Raw  River  water 

14 

— 

13 

2 

Fobney  Works 

After  prefilters 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fobney  Works 

Individual  filtrates  . . . 

10 

— 

— 

4 

Fobney  Works 

Bulked  filtrate  un¬ 
chlorinated  ... 

30 

4 

12 

21 

Fobney  Works 

Final  water  chlorinated 

56 

30 

— 

44 

Southcote  Works 

Final  water  chlorinated 

55 

30 

12 

43 

Pangbourne  Works 

Raw  water 

51 

1 

50 

2 

Pangbourne  Works 

Final  water  chlorinated 

35 

25 

12 

24 

Bath  Rd.  Reservoir 

Final  water  chlorinated 

53 

10 

12 

24 

Tile  hurst  Water 

Tower  ... 

As  distributed 

16 

7 

21 

Parfitt  Reservoirs 

As  distributed 

6 

1 

— 

7 

Hill  Reservoirs  ... 

As  distributed 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Tap  Samples 

As  distributed 

18 

11 

— 

23 

Samples  for  Medical 
Officer  ... 

Private  supplies 

9 

6 

3 

Bath  Road  Storage 
Tanks  ... 

Not  in  use 

2 

2 

• — 

— 

Totals  ... 

359 

121 

118 

222 

In  all,  820  samples  were  examined  during  the  year,  610  in  the 
Water  Department  Laboratory,  and  210  by  the  Counties  Public 
Health  Laboratories. 

In  all  cases,  final  water  samples  proved  satisfactory,  with 
organisms  of  the  coli-aerogenes  group  (including  Bact.  Coli  Type  I). 
Absent  from  100  mis. 

The  following  are  submitted  as  being  typical  reports.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  analyses,  the  two  sources  have  similar  chemical 
characteristics,  but  whereas  the  well  supply  is  bacteriologically 
pure,  and  requires  only  precautionary  chlorination,  the  surface 


63 


water  from  the  River  Kennet  shows  appreciable  pollution  by 
organisms  of  sewage  and  manurial  origin,  and  requires  carefully 
controlled  filtration  and  chlorination  to  yield  a  pure  and  wholesome 
final  water. 


RIVER  KENNET 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Appearance 

Slightly  opalescent,  with 

Bright  with  very 

a  liocculent  deposit  of 

few  mineral  part- 

mineral  and  organic  deb¬ 
ris,  together  with  numer¬ 
ous  diatoms  and  a  number 
of  protozoa. 

icles. 

Colour  (Hazen)  ... 

Filtered  16 

Less  than  10 

Turbidity.  (Silica  scale) 

4 . 

Less  than  3 

Odour 

Faint,  earthy 

Nil 

Reaction  pH 

Electric  conductivity  at 

8-1  ...  . 

7-9 

20°  C . 

440  . 

450 

Chlorides... 

Hardness : 

12  . 

14 

Total  ... 

250  . 

250 

Carbonate  (temporary) 
Non-carbonate  (per- 

210  . 

200 

manent) 

40  . 

50 

Nitrates  (N) 

2-6  . 

2-6 

Nitrites  (N) 

Less  than  0-01  ... 

Less  than  0-01 

Free  Ammonia  (N) 

0-020  . 

0-000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

0-11  . 

0-048 

Iron 

0-12  . 

Absent 

Other  Metals 

Absent  ... 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 
Total  solids,  dried  at 

Trace 

4 

180°  C . 

295  . 

300 

Alkalinity 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four 

210  . 

200 

hours  at  27°  C. 

1-8  . 

0-65 

Residual  Chlorine 

— 

Absent 

Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  Colonies  develop- 

ing  per  ml.  on  agar  in: 

1  day  at  37°  C. 

1,500  . 

4 

2  days  at  37°  C. 

7,000  . 

6 

3  days  at  20°  C. 

11,000  . 

2 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Reaction : 

Present  in  ... 

0-01  mis. 

— 

Absent  from 

0-001  mis. 

100  mis. 

Probable  Number  ... 

1,300  per  100  mis. 

0 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  I) : 

Present  in 

1  -0  ml. 

— 

Absent  from 

0-1  mis.  ... 

100  mis. 

Probable  Number 

350  per  100  mis. 

0 

64 


PANGBOURNE  WELL 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Appearance 

Bright  and  practically 

Clear  and  bright. 

Colour.  (Hazen) 

clear,  apart  from  a  very 
slight  mineral  deposit  of 
chalk  and  iron  oxide 
particles. 

Nil  . 

Nil 

Turbidity  (Silica  scale) 

3 . 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil  . 

Faint,  chlorinous 

Reaction  pH 

71  . 

7-1 

Electric  conductivity  at 
20°  C.  . 

Chlorides... 

140  . 

14-5 

Hardness : 

Total  ... 

295  . 

295 

Carbonate  (temporary) 

255  . 

255 

Non-carbonate  (per¬ 

manent) 

40  . 

40 

Nitrates  (N) 

4-7  . 

4-6 

Nitrites  (N) 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  (N) 

0-000  . 

0-000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

-  ...  ...  ... 

— 

Iron 

0-08  . 

0-02 

Other  Metals 

Absent  ... 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 

33  . 

33 

Total  Solids,  dried  at 
180°  C.  . 

350  . 

355 

Alkalinity 

255  . 

255 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  four 
hours  at  27°  C. 

0-05  . 

0-00 

Residual  Chlorine 

— 

0-3 

No.  of  Colonies  develop¬ 
ing  per  ml .  on  Agar  in : 

1  day  at  37°  C. 

Bacteriological  Results. 

0  . 

0 

2  days  at  37°  C. 

5 

0 

3  days  at  22°  C. 

120  . 

0 

Presumptive  Coliform 

Reaction: 

Present  in  ... 

Absent  from 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

Bact.  Coli  (Type  I) : 
Present  in 

Absent  from  ... 

100  mis.  ... 

100  mis. 

3.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action,  and  no  special 
precautions  are  required  in  this  respect. 

4.  During  the  year  under  review  there  were  no  instances  of 
abnormal  contamination  or  pollution  of  the  sources  from  which 
water  is  abstracted,  and  the  routine  measures  comprising  filtration, 
chlorination,  tests  for  residual  chlorine  and  periodical  analyses 
proved  adequate  to  maintain  a  satisfactory  standard  of  purity. 
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5.  The  estimated  total  population  supplied  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  mains  in  the  whole  area  of  supply  was  124,110  and  the  total 
quantity  of  water  supplied  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was 
1,837,657,000  gallons. 

The  approximate  number  of  dwellinghouses  together  with  other 
premises  having  domestic  occupation  supplied  from  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  mains  was  33,118  at  31st  March,  1951.  Of  this  number, 
33,034  were  supplied  direct  and  the  remaining  84  were  supplied  by 
means  of  standpipes. 

According  to  my  records,  32  houses  within  the  Borough  do  not 
take  a  supply  from  the  Corporation’s  mains  but  are  supplied  from 
private  wells.  In  four  of  these  cases  service  pipes  are  laid  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  premises  but  have  not  been  connected  to  any 
inside  fittings. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  W.  E.  Bond,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  reports  as  follows: — 

The  model  Byelaws  relating  to  the  handling  and  wrapping  of 
food  have  been  adopted  and  came  into  operation  in  March  this 
year. 

A  very  considerable  amount  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  time  has 
been  taken  up  by  the  inspection  and  recording  of  all  those  food 
premises  not  already  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

If  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  these  premises  is  to  be  maintained, 
and  if  the  Ministry  of  Food’s  proposal  to  increase  the  slaughtering 
accommodation  at  the  Abattoirs  comes  to  fruition,  the  work  of  the 
Section  will  be  so  much  increased  that  additional  staff  will  become 
necessary. 

The  fact  that  consideration  is  being  given  to  the  question  of 
providing  more  spacious  office  accommodation  for  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Section  is  heartening,  and  should,  when  available,  make 
the  administration  of  the  Section  more  efficient. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

Nuisances.  481  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  which  were  not  concerned  with 
housing  defects;  of  these,  479  were  complied  with. 

Sewers  and  Drains.  During  the  year  282  complaints  were 
received  regarding  choked  sewers  and  drains;  66  were  cleared,  16 
repaired  and  1  renewed  by  owners  and  177  were  cleared,  21  repaired 
and  1  renewed  by  the  Local  Authority.  1,566  visits  were  paid  in 
connection  with  these  complaints. 

Smoke  Abatement.  Four  complaints  were  received  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  nuisances  from  excessive  smoke  and  grit  from  factory 
chimneys.  In  no  case  was  the  nuisance  continuous.  Twenty  visits 
were  paid  to  the  premises  concerned  and  in  two  instances  the 
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advice  of  the  Technical  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power 
was  requested  on  methods  of  boiler  fuelling,  with  satisfactory 
results. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of 
offensive  and  associated  trades  within  the  Borough,  which  remains 
at  five;  they  are  1  blood  drier,  3  tripe  boilers  and  dressers,  and  1  rag 
and  bone  dealer.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 
These  premises  are  all  inspected  regularly,  and  they  have  at  all 
times  been  properly  conducted  and  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
Notices  to  cleanse  and  limewash  were  given  when  required,  and 
every  assistance  was  received  from  the  traders  concerned. 

Infectious  Disease.  299  inspections  of  premises  were  made 
following  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  during  the  year,  and 
householders  were  offered  advice  where  cases  were  being  nursed  at 
home.  Cleansing  and  redecoration  was  ordered  if  the  circumstances 
warranted  it. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  229  visits  were  paid  to  the  three 
common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough.  Though  these  premises 
leave  much  to  be  desired  in  structure  and  layout,  they  fulfil  an 
urgent  need,  and  are  kept  in  a  satisfactory  and  clean  condition. 

The  National  Assistance  Board  has  for  a  considerable  time  made 
use  of  one  of  these  lodging  houses  for  homeless  persons  who  apply 
to  them  for  lodgings,  and  so  soon  as  a  new  lease  can  be  negotiated 
considerable  improvements  will  be  made  at  this  particular  lodging 
house. 

The  number  of  persons  that  can  be  accommodated  in  these 
premises  is  120  male  adults  and  three  married  couples.  There  is  no 
accommodation  for  single  women. 

Canal  Boats.  Water-borne  transport  has  almost  entirely 
deserted  the  area.  Thirty-four  visits  were  paid  to  the  wharves  on 
the  Thames  and  Kennet,  and  except  for  a  few  timber  barges,  no 
canal  boats  were  seen,  and  there  are  none  on  the  register. 

Movable  Dwellings.  The  continued  shortage  of  housing 
accommodation  is  undoubtedly  the  reason  why  so  many  families 
are  resorting  to  this  form  of  living  accommodation. 

The  number  of  movable  dwellings  licensed  during  the  year  has 
increased  from  41  to  70,  and  the  individual  sites  on  which  not  more 
than  2  caravans  stand  have  increased  from  12  to  30,  the  remaining 
32  caravans  are  contained  in  three  groups  on  organised  sites. 

A  census  taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  revealed  that  61  families 
comprising  144  adults  and  35  children  were  occupying  the  70 
licensed  dwellings. 
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609  visits  were  paid  to  these  sites  and  to  the  caravans  visiting 
the  area  with  travelling  fairs  and  shows.  No  case  of  infectious 
disease  was  notified. 

Licensed  Premises.  248  visits  were  paid  to  licensed  premises 
during  the  year.  The  standard  of  hygiene  in  bars  is  well  maintained, 
and  the  use  of  a  sterilising  agent  for  glass  washing  has  become 
common  practice.  The  next  step  in  the  progress  of  bar  hygiene  is 
the  testing  of  glass  rinsing,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
this  to  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

Improvements  in  sanitary  accommodation  have  been  carried  out 
in  eight  premises. 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection.  The  work  carried  out  by  this 
service  is  mainly  of  a  routine  nature.  The  measures  taken  to  deal 
with  verminous  conditions  and  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease,  forms  an  important  part  of  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  concerning 
verminous  premises  was  162;  this  figure  was  considerably  less  than 
last  year. 

Infestations  of  cockroaches  and  steamflies  in  seven  food  premises 
were  dealt  with  successfully.  Thirty  complaints  relating  to  infesta¬ 
tion  of  house  flies  and  other  pests  were  dealt  with. 

The  practice  of  treating  Council  houses  and  the  disinfestation  of 
furniture  and  bedding,  etc.,  of  new  tenants  where  necessary  has 
continued  during  the  year. 

Total  number  of  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  148 

Total  number  of  rooms  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  300 

Total  number  of  verminous  persons  bathed  and 

disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

The  total  number  of  disinfection  jobs  carried  out  following 
infectious  disease  was: — 

Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  326 

Articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  ...  ...  ...  557 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 

There  are  515  factories  recorded  on  the  register  kept  for  this 
purpose;  this  is  a  reduction  of  44  on  the  previous  year.  687  visits 
were  paid  by  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Seventeen  written 
and  nine  verbal  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  23  of  which 
were  complied  with.  Six  complaints  were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Outworkers.  In  accordance  with  the  Act,  lists  received  from 
employers  returned  106  homeworkers  whose  premises  were  all 
inspected.  Seven  lists  of  names  and  addresses  were  received  from, 
and  17  were  forwarded  to,  other  local  authorities. 
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Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number 
of  Written 
Notices 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

97 

124 

1 

F actories  with  mechanical  power 

418 

563 

16 

515 

687 

17 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  .. 

9 

7 

• — 

2 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

1 

— - 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

(a)  insufficient 

3 

2 

1 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

10 

10 

— 

3 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

■ — - 

— 

Total 

24 

21 

0 

RAG  FLOCK  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  came  into  operation  in  November  this  year.  It  repeals 
the  Rag  Flock  Act  of  1911  and  1928,  and  is  designed  to  secure  the 
use  of  cleaner  filling  materials  in  upholstered  goods. 

There  are  no  manufacturers,  or  premises  used  as  stores  for 
distribution  in  the  Borough.  Five  premises  were  registered  where 
filling  materials  listed  in  Section  32  of  the  Act  were  used  in  the 
manufacturing  of  bedding  and  other  upholstered  articles.  Thirty- 
seven  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  but  no  samples  were  taken 
this  year. 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

Thirty-four  visits  were  made  to  the  various  places  of  public 
entertainment.  The  requirements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  with 
regard  to  conditions  under  which  refreshments  and  meals  are  served 
were  fully  complied  with. 

The  sanitary  accommodation  was  well  maintained. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1950.  Section  38 

The  Shops  Act,  with  the  exception  of  that  part  of  Section  38 
which  relates  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities,  is 
administered  by  the  Watch  Committee  through  the  Shops  Act 
Inspector. 

Four  complaints  were  received  from  the  Shops  Act  Inspector 
respecting  absence  of  sufficient  sanitary  accommodation.  Due  to 
restricted  space,  such  sanitary  accommodation  could  not  be 
provided,  and  certificates  of  exemption  were  granted  in  all  cases. 

LOCAL  LAND  CHARGES. 

1,652  requests  for  information  as  to  statutory  action  were  dealt 
with  by  the  Section. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

There  are  three  municipal  swimming  baths  and  one  riverside  pool 
in  the  Borough.  The  Arthur  Hill  Memorial  Baths  are  covered  and 
are  equipped  with  modern  filtration  and  a  breakpoint  chlorination 
plant.  The  chlorination  plants  installed  last  year  at  King’s  Meadow 
and  Coley  Baths  have  worked  satisfactorily. 

Forty-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  these  baths  during 
the  season,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory.  No  samples  were  taken 
from  the  riverside  pool. 

The  swimming  bath  at  Reading  School  is  equipped  with  a  modern 
filtration  and  breakpoint  chlorination  plant;  samples  taken  from 
this  school  were  satisfactory,  but  those  taken  at  two  other  schools 
were  not.  In  one  case  this  was  due  to  the  temporary  failure  of 
plant,  but  in  the  other  case  was  due  to  inefficient  chlorination, 
and  the  School  Managers  have  been  recommended  to  rectify  this 
deficiency. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

Rodent  Control.  The  work  of  rodent  destruction  continues  to 
receive  the  attention  of  the  Department.  The  number  of  complaints 
received  during  the  year  was  1,044;  of  these,  128  concerned  vermin 
other  than  rats. 

The  nuisance  caused  by  pigeons  is  a  problem  for  the'  Town  and 
many  other  authorities,  and  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  reduce 
the  number  of  birds  by  trapping,  and  in  addition  property  owners 
whose  premises  are  affected  have  been  asked  to  co-operate  by 
covering  the  roosting  places  with  wire  netting. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  year  trapping  resulted  in  the 
destruction  of  97  pigeons  and  179  eggs.  A  summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  is  given  in  the  following  table. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 

Attention  to  the  supervision  and  inspection  of  premises  where 
food  is  handled  has  been  considerably  increased.  The  Model  Bye¬ 
laws  which  came  into  force  in  February  made  it  apparent  that  all 
premises  should  be  inspected  and  a  record  made  of  the  condition 
and  suitability  of  those  premises  used  for  the  preparation,  storage 
or  sale  of  food.  732  premises  have  so  far  been  inspected  and  recorded 
in  addition  to  those  already  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  and  it  was  pleasing  to  note  that  in  the  majority  a 
satisfactory  standard  of  hygiene  was  being  maintained. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  food  premises  was  3,786  and  77 
informal  notices  were  served  requiring  improvements  to  various 
premises,  all  of  which  were  complied  with.  In  addition,  31  hot  water 
appliances  were  installed. 

A  summary  of  visits  paid  to  the  various  food  premises  follows : — 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  231 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  311 

Fish  Shops  and  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  273 

Food  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  256 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,059 

Markets  and  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Restaurants  and  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  697 

School  Meals  Kitchen  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Works  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

The  requirements  of  this  Act  are,  in  general,  well  complied  with. 
187  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  premises,  and  no  action  was 
found  necessarv. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  Ministry  of  Food  still  controls  the  operation  of  the  Abattoirs 
and  the  Slaughterhouse  in  East  Street. 

During  the  year  lairage  accommodation  for  some  400  cattle  was 
completed  at  the  Abattoirs,  and  further  improvements  are  con¬ 
templated  which,  if  carried  out,  will  provide  a  new  abattoir  for 
the  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  sheep  and  calves  separately  from 
the  existing  slaughter  hall. 
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The  number  of  cattle  slaughtered  has  increased  considerably. 
76,709  carcases  were  examined  at  the  Abattoirs  and  Bacon  Factory. 

Infection  of  bo  vines  by  cysticercus  bo  vis  does  not  seem  to 
decrease;  19  carcases  were  removed  to  cold  storage  and,  in  addition, 
60  were  found  to  be  affected  with  the  cysts  in  a  calcified  condition. 

127f  tons  of  meat  were  condemned. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

* 

Number  killed 

19,711 

3,933 

6,743 

19,662 

26,660 

Number  inspected  ... 

19,711 

3,933 

6,743 

19,662 

26,660 

All  diseases  except  Tuber¬ 
culosis  — - 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

26 

8 

19 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned  ... 

3,486 

1,901 

17 

1,530 

706 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

17-72 

48-99 

0-37 

7-88 

2-72 

Tuberculosis  Only — Whole 
carcases  condemned 

38 

56 

— 

— 

10 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1,137 

1,378 

— 

— 

342 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

5-96 

36-46 

— 

— 

1-32 
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Numbers  of  whole  carcases,  part  carcases,  organs,  etc.,  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  and  diseases  relating  thereto: — 


Whole  Carcases 

Part  Carcases 

Tuberculosis  ... 

104 

Tuberculosis 

134 

Fevered  and  emaciated  condi- 

Bruising 

60 

tion  ... 

27 

Abscesses 

29 

Hydraemic  and  emaciated 

Calloused  Arthritis 

10 

condition 

15 

Caseous  Lymph 

4 

Pyaemia 

9 

Hydraemic  and  Oedemic 

2 

Traumatic  Pericarditis 

8 

Septicaemia  and  Septic  Metritis 

6 

Septic  condition  and  bruising 

due  to  dog  bites 

5 

Peritonitis 

2 

Traumatic  Peritonitis  .. 

1 

Acute  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 

with  Emaciation 

1 

Acute  Swine  Erysipelas 

1 

Bruising  and  Injuries ... 

1 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

1 

Dead  on  arrival 

1 

Gangrene 

1 

Immaturity 

1 

Putrefaction  due  to  incomplete 

slaughter 

1 

Organs,  etc. 

Heads  and  Tongues 

Hearts 

Abscess 

12 

Abscess 

2 

Actinomycosis ... 

88 

Pericarditis 

62 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1,348 

Tuberculosis 

42 

Injuries... 

5 

Erysipelas 

13 

Cysticercus  bovis  calcified 

Cysticercus  bovis  calcified 

lesions 

41 

lesions 

19 

Ringworm 

2 

Hemoragice 

1 

Lungs 

Spleens 

Abscess  .. 

119 

Abscess  ... 

6 

Congestion 

39 

Ruptures 

23 

Emphysema 

33 

Tuberculosis 

93 

Pneumonia 

55 

Hemoragice 

1 

Pleurisy 

56 

Parasites 

120 

Kidney 

Tuberculosis 

1,334 

Abscess 

19 

Cysts 

98 

Cysts 

600 

Distomatosis  ... 

104 

Nephritis 

65 

Hemoragice 

4 

Tuberculosis 

20 

Melonosis 

2 

Necrosis 

1 

Husk  . 

2 

Hemoragice 

2 

Livers 

Udders 

Abscess  . 

800 

Mammitis 

16 

Angioma 

505 

Tuberculosis 

14 

Cirrhosis 

195 

Induration 

67 

Bovine  Distomatosis  ... 

2,925 

Sheep  Distomatosis 

1,424 

Necrosis 

322 

Tuberculosis 

457 

Degenerations  ... 

339 

Cysts 

234 

Melonosis 

5 
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Stomachs 

Intestines 

Abscess 

71 

Johne’s  Disease 

35 

Tuberculosis 

53 

Congestion 

13 

Inflammation  ... 

26 

Tuberculosis 

69 

Peritonitis 

19 

Peritonitis 

23 

Abscess 

1 

Condemned  Foodstuffs.  918  visits  were  paid  to  various  food 
premises.  The  quantity  of  meat  and  other  food  which  was  examined 
and  found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrendered  is  given 
below : — 


Bacon  and  Meat 
Biscuits  and  Cake 
Bread  Rolls  ... 
Canned  Goods 
Cheese 

Chocolate  and  Sweets 
Cooking  Fat  ... 
Cornflakes 

Eggs . 

Fish 

Ice  Cream 
Jellies 
Parsley 
Pepper. 

Pimento 
Plums  ... 

Prawns 

Prunes 

Semolina 

Sultanas  and  Currants 

Vegetables 

Vita  Cream  ... 


3,832  lbs. 

357  lbs. 

28  lbs. 
20,451  tins. 
106  lbs. 

3J  lbs. 

8  lbs. 

28  lbs. 
3,132 
2,400  lbs. 

108  gallons. 
n  lbs. 

7  lbs. 

2  lbs. 

7  lbs. 
11,032  lbs. 

185  lbs. 

68  lbs. 

80  lbs. 

28  lbs. 
2,240  lbs. 

8  gallons. 


MEAT  HANDLING  AND  TRANSPORTATION 

Special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  conditions  under  which 
meat  is  handled  and  transported. 

There  are  now  14  vans  operating  in  the  Reading  area,  and  they 
have  been  equipped  with  movable  floor  racks  in  an  attempt  to 
lessen  contamination  of  the  meat  during  unloading.  Though  the 
conditions  compare  favourably  with  those  in  other  areas,  there  is 
still  room  for  improvement.  All  these  vans  were  built  for  the  cold 
meat  trade,  and  will  never  be  entirely  satisfactory.  Specially 
constructed  vans  equipped  with  hanging  gear  is  the  only  solution. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  all  the  meat  van  drivers  and 
loaders  have  been  equipped  with  washable  overalls,  capes  and  caps. 
This  was  a  very  necessary  improvement  in  the  handling  and  trans¬ 
port  of  meat. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  41,  which  included  2  new  applications. 

Knackers  Yard.  259  bovine  and  33  equine  animals  were 
slaughtered  during  the  year.  Forty-six  visits  were  paid  to  these 
premises  and  no  complaints  were  received  and  no  nuisances 
observed. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938-1950 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  legislation  dealing  with  food 
sampling  and  procedure,  and  the  analysing  of  samples  is  carried 
out  in  accordance  with  the  above  Acts. 

During  the  year  396  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  table: — 


« 
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Article  examined 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 
found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

Apples 

7 

6 

1 

Arrowroot... 

1 

1 

— 

Aspirin 

3 

3 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Blancmange  Powder 

1 

1 

■ — 

Butter 

4 

3 

1 

Cake  Mixture 

3 

3 

— 

Cake  Sponge 

1 

1 

— 

Cascara  Sagrada  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Cherries,  Tinned  ... 

1 

-  . 

1 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence 

4 

2 

2 

Coffee  Preparations 

1 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

3 

3 

— 

Cornflour  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Cream 

3 

3 

— 

Cream,  Synthetic 

3 

3 

—  - 

Curry  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes 

4 

4 

— 

Fish  Paste 

3 

3 

— 

Flour,  Self-raising 

5 

4 

1 

Flour,  Sponge  Mixture  ...  ...  . 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit,  Crystallised  ...  ...  . 

1 

— 

1 

Gelatine  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Ground  Ginger  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Honey 

2 

2 

— 

Ice  Cream 

31 

28 

3 

Ice  Lollies... 

2 

2 

— 

Jellies,  Table 

5 

5 

— 

Lard 

1 

1 

— 

Malted  Beverage... 

1 

1 

— 

Mango  Chutney  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Margarine... 

3 

3 

— 

Milk  . 

247 

225 

22 

Milk,  Condensed  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Milk,  Whipping  Compound 

1 

1 

— 

Nutmeg,  Ground... 

1 

1 

— 

Pastry  Mixture  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper,  Black 

2 

2 

— 

Pepper,  White  ...  ...  ...  . 

2 

2 

— 

Pepper-flavoured  Compound 

1 

1 

— • 

Peppermint  Tablets 

1 

— 

1 

Quinine  Tonic  Water 

1 

1 

— 

Saccharine  Tablets 

3 

3 

— 

Sausages,  Beef  ...  ...  ...  . 

5 

5 

— 

Sausages,  Pork  ... 

5 

4 

1 

Seasoning  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Soda,  Bicarbonate 

Soft  Drinks: — 

1 

1 

— 

Ginger  Wine  ... 

2 

2 

— 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

— 

Lime  Juice 

1 

1 

— 

Lucozade 

1 

1 

— 

Orange  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Orange  Squash 

1 

1 

— 

Soup,  Chicken  Noodle  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Sugar 

2 

— 

2 

Syrup  . 

1 

— 

1 

Tomato  Juice  Cocktail  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Tomato  Soup 

1 

— 

1 

Tomato  Spread  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Vegemite  (Vegetable  Extract)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

2 

2 

— 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

2 

2 

— 

Wrine  Cocktail 

1 

1 

— 

396 

357 

39 
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Action  taken  in  respect  of  adulterated  samples  during  the  year : — 


No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Article 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 

Reason  and 

Action  Taken 

7 

Milk 

16-7%  deficient  in  fat 

Genuine  milk  of  poor 

13-5%  deficient  in  solids- 

quality 

not-fat 

22 

Peppermint 

Defective  in  peppermint 

Tablets 

oil 

Inferior  quality 

.35 

Tomato 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Referred  to  Ministry  of 

Juice 

Food  for  their  atten- 

Cocktail 

tion 

39 

Pork 

17%  deficient  in  meat 

Meat  content  weighed 

Sausages 

off  in  frozen  concli- 

tion.  Following  up 

samples  were  satis- 

factory 

106 

Milk 

6-7%  deficient  in  fat 

Genuine  milk  of  poor 

quality 

109 

Milk 

4-7%  deficient  in  solids-'" 

not-fat 

110 

Milk 

15-3%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

Producer  officially 

3-3%  deficient  in  fat 

warned  by 

122 

Milk 

5-8%  deficient  in  solids- 

Town  Clerk 

not-fat 

123 

Milk 

11-6%  deficient  in  solids- 

not-fat 

145 

Apples 

Excess  amount  of  arsenic 

Retailers  warned  to 

and  lead 

thoroughly  wipe  all 

apples  before  sale 

150 

Milk 

11-7%  deficient  in  fat 

l 

Genuine  milk  of  poor 

151 

Milk 

6-7%  deficient  in  fat 

r 

quality 

180 

Coffee  and 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Misprint  on  small  num- 

Chicory 

ber  of  labels.  Remain- 

Essence 

der  of  stock  in  order 

181 

Tomato 

Excess  tin,  6-0  grains  per 

Whole  consignment 

Soup 

pound 

destroyed 

182 

Ice  Cream 

Fat  2-5%  deficient 

Stock  withdrawn  from 

sale 

185 

Ice  Cream 

Fat  4-06%  deficient 

Producer  warned 

197 

Ice  Cream 

Fat  3-0%  deficient 

Stock  withdrawn  from 

sale .  F  olio  wing-up 

sample  satisfactory. 

243 

Tinned 

Contained  Hydrogen 

960  tins  destroyed. 

Cherries 

Sulphide 

Matter  referred  to 

Trade  Attache  of 

country  of  origin 
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No.  of 
Sample 

Description 
of  Article 

249 

Milk 

250 

Milk 

264 

Milk 

281 

Milk 

283 

Milk 

284 

Milk 

285 

Crystallised 

Fruit 

291 

Condensed 

Milk 

298 

Syrup 

299 

Sugar 

300 

Sugar 

324 

Butter 

342 

Milk 

343 

Milk 

344 

Milk 

347 

Milk 

348 

Milk 

362 

Milk 

384 

Milk 

394 

Milk 

363 

Flour, 

Self-raising 

Nature  of 
Adulteration 


21-7%  deficient  in  fat 
10-0%  deficient  in  fat 
8-5%  deficient  in  solids-  | 
not-fat 

3-5%  deficient  in  solids-  [> 
not-fat 

2-3%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

10-0%  deficient  in  fat  J 
Mould  growing 


Contained  large  crystals 
of  cane  sugar 

Contained  fibres  of  jute,  "j 
pieces  of  straw  and  J> 
other  filth  J 

The  Syrup  prepared " 
from  the  sugar  con¬ 
tained  fibres  of  jute  ■ 
derived  from  sacking,  j 
pieces  of  straw  and  j 
other  filth  J 

0-70%  excess  water 

21-7%  deficient  in  fat  'j 
1-8%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

8-3%  deficient  in  fat 
20-6%  deficient  in  solids-  I 
not-fat 

20%  added  water 
13-3%  deficient  in  fat 
27-8%  deficient  in  solids-  | 
not-fat  !> 

30-2%  added  water 
8-8%  deficient  in  solids-  | 
not-fat 

4-8%  deficient  in  solids-  j 
not-fat 

4- 6%  added  water 
1-2%  deficient  in  solids-  j 

not-fat  J 

23-5%  deficient  in  solids-  " 
not-fat 

23-2%  added  water 

5- 3%  deficient  in  solids-  j 

not-fat  | 

4-6%  added  water  J 

62-5%  deficient  in  avail¬ 
able  carbon  dioxide 


Reason  and 
Action  Taken 


Genuine  milk  of  poor 
quality 


Referred  to  Food  In-* 
spector  of  the  London 
district  concerned 
Inferior  quality 


Samples  of  imported 
syrup  and  sugar 


Reported  to  Ministry  of 
Food 


Referred  to  Ministry  of 
Food 


Summary  proceedings 
taken  in  respect  of 
No.  344 

Producer  fined  10  gns. 
and  5  gns.  costs 


Summary  proceedings 
to  be  taken 


Further  sample  satis¬ 
factory 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies  and  Artificial  Cream) 
Act,  1950.  The  principal  provisions  relating  to  Milk  and  Dairies 
are  now  included  in  this  Act,  which  came  into  force  in  January  this 
year.  The  Act  consolidates  that  part  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  which  relates  to  milk,  part  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944, 
and  the  whole  of  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Act  of  1949.  Part  I 
deals  with  Milk  and  Dairies,  and  Part  II  with  Milk  (Special 
Designations). 

The  regulations  dealing  with  the  registration  of  Dairies  and 
prescribing  Special  Designations  came  into  force  in  1949  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Act,  1944,  which  is  now  consolidated. 

The  new  Act  in  effect  contains  much  of  the  earlier  legislation,  but 
makes  no  change  in  the  administration  previously  laid  down  for  the 
control  and  supervision  of  Dairies  and  Milk  Supplies. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  a  completely  equipped  dairy 
was  put  into  operation  in  the  lairage  hall  of  the  Reading  Cattle 
Market.  Built  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the  Estates  Committee, 
the  dairy  is  the  result  of  action  taken  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  1948.  After  considerable  discussions  with  all  the  interested 
persons  including  the  Auctioneers,  National  Farmers’  Union  and 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  officials,  a  scheme  was  evolved 
on  a  voluntary  basis,  whereby  cows  prior  to  sale,  or  after  sale,  and 
awaiting  removal,  would  be  milked  out,  the  milk  cooled  and  sent 
to  a  creamery  for  pasteurisation.  Milking  is  carried  out  with  a 
portable  milking  machine,  and  the  methods  fully  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

This  is  probably  the  first  local  authority  market  in  the  country 
to  be  equipped  with  a  dairy. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949-50.  As  a  result  of  these 
regulations  which  came  into  force  in  1949,  there  has  been  a 
significant  change  in  the  method  of  distribution  of  milk.  The  sale 
of  loose  milk  has  entirely  ceased  from  milk  shops  and  dairies  within 
the  borough. 

311  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises,  and  the  general  standard 
of  hygiene  was  well  maintained. 

Number  of  distributors  registered  ...  ...  ...  97 

Number  of  premises  registered  as  dairies  ...  ...  19 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949. 

In  connection  with  the  production  of  raw  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk, 
it  is  of  interest  to  record  that  of  the  11  farms  situate  within  the 
Borough  7  have  Attested  herds,  2  Accredited,  and  only  2  produce 
undesignate  milk. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  dealers’  licences  issued  for  the  sale  of  heat-treated  milk,  mainly 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  sterilised  milk.  During  the  year 
three  firms  changed  over  from  the  Holder  process  of  Pasteurisation 
to  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  method. 

These  plants  with  their  increased  capacity  will  soon  be  able  to 
meet  the  needs  of  all  the  small  dairymen. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  and  nature  of  the  licences 


issued  by  the  Local  Authority: — 

Pasteurisers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Dealers— Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

,,  — Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

,,  — Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Supplementary — Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  — Sterilised  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  —Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  ...  1 

,,  — Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


444  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  an  analysis  of  the 
results  is  given  below:— 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate 

Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

253 

Phosphatase  . . . 

237 

6 

10 

Methylene  Blue 

229 

12 

12 

Sterilised  ... 

4 

Turbidity 

4 

— 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

78 

Phosphatase  . . . 

72 

3 

3 

(Pasteurised)  ... 

Methylene  Blue 

76 

2 

— 

Tuberculin  Tested 

109 

Methylene  Blue 

100 

9 

— 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  OF  MILK 

Due  to  technical  difficulties  and  change-over  of  accommodation, 
it  was  not  possible  for  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  to  deal 
with  milk  for  biological  examination  until  the  latter  part  of  the 
year,  consequently  only  12  samples  were  submitted;  of  these  two 
were  found  to  contain  living  tubercle  bacilli.  One  case  was  of  some 
interest,  inasmuch  as  following  an  examination  of  a  casualty  animal 
at  the  Abattoirs  a  sample  of  the  milk  from  the  herd  proved  to  be 
positive.  Action  was  taken  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Order,  and  the  milk  was  diverted  for  heat  treatment.  In  the 
second  case  the  milk  was  already  being  subjected  to  heat  treatment. 
The  results  of  final  tests  on  both  these  herds  were  not  available 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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SCHOOL  MILK  SUPPLIES 

Regular  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  the  schools  were  taken  and 
submitted  to  the  prescribed  test.  No  adverse  reports  were  received. 
All  milk  supplied  to  the  Council’s  schools  is  pasteurised  and  the 
quantity  supplied  daily  is  approximately  477  gallons. 


ICE  CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS, 
1947-1951 

The  numbers  of  premises  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year 
are  as  follows: — 

1950  1951 

(29)  Manufacturers  and  Storage  and  Sale  ...  12 

(362)  Storage  and  Sale  only  ...  ...  ...  378 

The  decrease  in  manufacturers  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the 
Health  Committee  decided  to  enforce  that  paragraph  of  the  Regula¬ 
tions  requiring  the  provision  of  recording  thermometers,  which 
came  into  force  in  January,  1951. 

Close  supervision  has  been  maintained  on  all  premises,  especially 
those  where  ice  cream  is  manufactured.  The  standard  of  hygiene 
at  these  premises  is  well  maintained. 

Since  the  tendency  is  for  the  smaller  traders  to  sell  the  products 
of  well-known  makers,  the  number  of  samples  taken  has  fallen 
slightly. 

The  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order  came  into  force  in  March 
this  year  and  prescribed  a  minimum  standard  of  5%  fat,  10%  sugar 
and  7|%  milk  solids  other  than  fat  for  ice  cream. 

Thirty-one  chemical  samples  were  taken  and  with  the  exception  of 
three  were  satisfactory. 

Whilst  dealing  with  Ice  Cream  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Lollies 
may  be  mentioned.  Eighteen  samples  have  been  taken  during  the 
year  for  bacteriological  examination  with  satisfactory  results. 
There  is  not  at  present  any  legislation  which  requires  premises  to 
be  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  this  commodity  and  neither 
is  there  any  standard  as  to  content  as  that  laid  down  for  Ice  Cream. 


Bacteriological  Results.  During  the  year  107  samples  were 
taken  and  submitted  to  Methylene  Blue  Test,  the  results  being: — 

74  fell  within  provisional  Grades  1  and  2. 

33  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  3  and  4. 
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Chemical  Results 


1 

Fat  18-0% 

2 

10-2% 

3 

10-2% 

4 

8-2% 

5 

11-4% 

6 

6-3% 

7 

12-4% 

8 

5-6% 

9 

7-7% 

10 

8-0% 

11 

2-5% 

12 

7-6% 

13 

7-0% 

14 

4-0% 

15 

10-2% 

16 

6-0% 

17 

10-4% 

18 

10-0% 

19 

3-0% 

20 

10-2% 

21 

7-6% 

22 

5-5% 

23 

8-8% 

24 

10-8% 

25 

10-8% 

26 

9-4% 

27 

51% 

28 

11-0% 

29 

9-2% 

30 

10-2% 

31 

10-0% 

Total  Sugar  20-0% 

15-2% 

14-7% 

14- 3% 

15- 7% 

16- 8% 

15- 6% 

16- 8% 

18-8% 

18-0% 

14- 2% 
13-5% 

13- 9% 

17-4% 

16- 3% 
12-8% 

19-5% 

15- 3% 

19-5% 

17- 5% 

19- 6% 

20- 5% 

14- 3% 
9-1% 
9-5% 

14-3% 
8-9% 
.  9'3% 

10-2% 
13-9% 

20-0% 


Sucrose  16-1% 
11-4% 
10-6% 

11- 3% 

12- 1% 

13- 2% 

12- 5% 
12-2% 

14- 4% 

13- 6% 
10-9%* 
10-1% 

10- 3% 
12-8%* 
13-0% 

9-4% 

15- 6% 

11- 9% 

16- 0%* 

13- 7% 

14- 2% 

15- 7% 
101% 
13-9% 
13-1% 
18-0% 

11- 3% 

12- 5% 

12- 7% 

16- 2% 

13- 4% 


Average  Fat  8-6%  Total  Sugar  15-7%  Sucrose  13-0% 


*  Below  standard. 
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HOUSING 

The  repair  of  defective  and  insanitary  houses  continues  to  receive 
attention,  despite  the  still  prevailing  difficulties  occasioned  by 
increased  costs  of  material  and  labour  and  the  static  rents  of  most 
of  the  properties  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  to  the 
Housing  Committee  on  the  dangerous  condition  of  28  houses 
comprising  three  Clearance  Areas,  which  due  to  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  had  not  been  proceeded  with.  As  a  result  of  this  report,  the 
Housing  Committee  agreed  to  rehouse  1 1  families  from  the  remaining 
occupied  houses. 

Action  to  deal  with  the  worst  houses  continues  to  be  that  of 
making  Closing  Orders  or  individual  demolitions,  which  is  a  slow 
and  unsatisfactory  procedure  in  view  of  the  increasing  number  of 
decaying  houses. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  836 

Number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  3,419 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  need  of  repair 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action.  Number  includes  21  outstanding  from 
1 9 5 9  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


Housing  Act,  1936  -49.  Sections  9  and  10 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  requiring  repairs  were  served 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

By  Owners 
By  Local  Authority 

Sections  11  and  12 

By  undertakings  not  to  let  until  made  fit 
Made  fit  and  Undertaking  rescinded  ... 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices 

*  Includes  3  outstanding  from  1950. 


393 

394 

19 

6 

13 

9 

Nil 

8 

*11 
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Summary  of  Defects  Remedied 


Description  of  Work 


Accumulations  removed 
Decorations  renewed  ... 

Chimneys  repaired  or  renewed 
Downspouts  repaired  or  renewed 
Fireplaces  and  kitchen  grates,  etc., 
repaired  or  renewed 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Plasterwork  repaired  or  renewed 
Passages  repaired 
Roofs  repaired  or  renewed 
Staircases  repaired  or  renewed 
Walls  repaired  or  renewed 
Windows  repaired  or  renewed 
Woodwork  (general)  repaired  or  re¬ 
newed 

Y ards  repaired ... 

Dampness  remedied  ... 

Coppers  repaired  or  renewed ... 

W.C.  accommodation  repaired  or 
renewed 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
W.C.  pans  repaired  or  renewed 
W.C.  hopper  pan  conversions 
Sufficient  water  supply  provided 
Sinks  repaired  or  renewed 
Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed 
Drains  tested  ... 

Drains  cleared,  repaired  or  renewed 
Nuisances  abated  (General)  ... 
Nuisances  abated  (Smoke) 
Food-preparing  premises  cleansed  ... 
Kitchens  cleansed 
Factories  cleansed 

W.C.  accommodation  separate  for 
sexes  ... 

Premises  cleansed 
Overcrowding  abated  ... 

Caravans  removed 
Fish  Shops  cleansed  ... 

Laundries  cleansed 


Public 
Health 
j  Act 

Housing 

Act 

r 

Fac¬ 

tories 

Act 

Food 

and 

Drugs 

Act 

17 

4 

8 

71 

1 

8 

6 

22 

2 

. _ 

19 

50 

— 

3 

51 

_ 

_ 

5 

48 

— 

1 

11 

83 

1 

15 

83 

• — ■ 

17 

82 

— 

— 

— 

17 

■ - - 

— 

24 

142 

- — ■ 

1 

9 

24 

— 

• - 

12 

93 

— 

1 

7 

111 

— 

— 

5 

64 

_ 

_ 

3 

9  2 

rt 

t 

63 

— 

— 

5 

— 

14 

16 

4 

— 

8 

9 

— 

— 

15 

12 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

24 

5 

11 

— 

8 

6 

13 

o 

o 

18 

— 

— 

— 

137 

7 

— 

2 

1 

— 

__ 

— 

1 

— • 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

- — 

• — 

— 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

6 

- — 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 


GLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  gave  lectures  on  Food  Hygiene  to 
the  Fish  Traders’  Association  as  part  of  a  Course  of  Instruction 
arranged  by  the  Reading  Technical  College. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION 

Mr.  K.  H.  Thorpe,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  supplied 
the  following  information: — 

House  Refuse  Collection.  During  1951  the  collection  of  house 
refuse  has  continued  once  weekly.  The  service  is  maintained  by 
12  house  refuse  collection  vehicles  and  50  employees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  house  refuse  collected 
from  premises  within  the  Borough  with  the  total  mileage  of  vehicles 
used  in  this  collection: — 


Quarter  ending : 

1951 

_  ......  .  _  .  .  . 

1950 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

6,760 

26,731 

6,944 

20,042 

30th  June 

5,588 

24,369 

5,513 

24,976 

30th  September 

5,135 

28,313 

4,661 

24,192 

31st  December  ...  ... 

6,218 

27,130 

6,411 

29,004 

Totals 

23,701 

106,543 

23,529 

98,214 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  domestic  refuse  and 
at  such  other  times  as  arranged  between  the  trader  and  the  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Facilities  are  available  for  traders  to  deliver  trade  refuse 
direct  to  the  refuse  disposal  tip  by  arrangement  with  the  Corporation. 

House  Refuse  Disposal.  Controlled  tipping  on  a  modernised 
mechanical  system  is  still  in  operation  at  the  new  site  to  the  West 
of  Manor  Farm. 

KITCHEN  WASTE 

The  principle  of  extending  the  individual  container  system  to  new 
Housing  Estates  and  other  areas  which  are  not  served  by  any 
kitchen  waste  collection  at  the  present  time  has  continued  steadily, 
and  efforts  have  been  made  to  keep  kitchen  waste  separated  from 
household  refuse. 

STREET  CLEx\NSING 

The  “  beat  ”  system  of  street  cleansing  by  street  orderlies  has  been 
maintained  and  proves  to  be  a  satisfactory  method.  Collection  of 
street  refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  street  orderly  trucks  which 
are  visited  by  street  cleansing  freighters  for  the  collection  of  the 
accumulated  refuse,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  provide  an  improved 
type  of  freighter  for  this  work. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  number  of  employees 
engaged  on  street  cleansing: — 


Men 


1951 

45 


1950 

53 
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The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  street  sweepings 
collected  within  the  Borough  and  the  mileage  of  the  collection 
vehicles : — 


Quarter  ending : 

it 

>0  1 

19 

50 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

435 

2,559 

386 

1,289 

30th  June 

342 

2,084 

280 

1,563 

30th  September 

340 

2,386 

294 

1,534 

31st  December 

330 

2,144 

363 

2,154 

Totals 

1,447 

9,173 

1,323 

6,540 

STREET  GULLY  CLEANSING 

7,600  street  gullies  were  emptied  and  sealed  with  fresh  water 
by  mechanically- operated  vehicles. 


The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  tonnage  removed 
during  the  years  1950-1951 : — 


Quarter  ending : 

IS 

151 

IS 

150 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

359 

3,439 

445 

2,668 

30th  June 

398 

2,989 

236 

1,834 

30th  September 

438 

3,573 

417 

2,259 

31st  December 

536 

3,659 

339 

2,568 

Totals 

1,731 

13,660 

1,437 

9,329 

CESSPOOL  EMPTYING 

All  domestic  cesspools  in  the  Borough  are  emptied  by  two 
mechanical  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  upon  receipt  of  instructions 
from  occupiers  or  owners  of  premises  with  a  minimum  of  incon¬ 
venience  and  nuisance  to  householders. 

SEWERAGE 

During  the  12  months  ending  31st  December,  1951,  there  were 
387  houses  connected  to  the  foul  sewerage  system,  of  which  319 
were  new  Corporation  houses,  36  were  new  private  houses,  3  were 
existing  houses  which  had  abandoned  cesspool  drainage  and  3  were 
existing  houses  outside  the  Borough.  There  were  two  R.A.F. 
houses  erected  in  the  Borough  and  a  further  24  R.A.F.  houses  outside 
the  Borough,  all  of  which  were  connected  to  the  foul  sewerage 
system.  There  were  also  five  new  houses  built  with  cesspool  drainage 
so  that  the  total  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  on  cesspool  went 
up  by  two  to  551. 
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The  foul  sewer  serving  Warren  House  in  St.  Peter’s  Avenue  was 
completed  during  the  year  and  the  construction  of  the  24-inch  relief 
foul  sewer  in  Great  Knollys  Street  between  Bedford  Road  and 
George  Street  was  started.  The  construction  of  the  Wokingham 
Road  surface  water  sewer  to  prevent  flooding  of  the  Wokingham 
Road  and  London  Road  area  after  storms  was  also  commenced 
during  the  year. 

In  November  the  Council  decided  that  the  site  of  the  new  sewage 
disposal  works  for  the  town  should  be  adjoining  the  existing  works 
at  Manor  Farm. 

MANOR  FARM  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

The  total  volume  of  sewage  received  was  1,802  million  gallons, 
and  this  was  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  182  million  gallons 
or  10-1%.  The  daily  average  flow  was  4,936,986  gallons,  from  which 
a  total  of  7,754,013  gallons  of  liquid  sludge  was  produced,  the  bulk 
of  this  sludge  being  passed  to  the  sludge  digestion  tanks. 

Treatment  of  the  sewage  by  partial  treatment  activated  sludge 
followed  by  filtration  continued,  the  air  used  in  the  activated  sludge 
plant  averaging  0*538  cubic  feet  per  gallon  of  sewage  treated,  and 
the  rate  of  application  to  the  filters  was  154*9  gallons  per  cubic 
yard  of  media,  an  increase  of  15*9  gallons  per  cubic  yard  on  the 
previous  year. 

The  overload  now  being  carried  by  these  works  make  it  difficult 
to  obtain  satisfactory  effluents,  and  trade  wastes  impart  a  brown 
colouration  to  the  final  effluent  for  most  of  the  year. 

Another  unit  of  the  diffused  air  plant  has  been  brought  into 
service  during  the  year  after  reconditioning,  but  this  unit  has  not 
been  in  operation  long  enough  to  show  its  value. 

The  sides  of  No.  4  Digestion  Tank  have  been  covered  with  precast 
concrete  slabs  and  the  tank  brought  into  service,  giving  increased 
digestion  capacity. 

Chlorination  of  the  sewage  continued,  but  owing  to  supply 
difficulties  there  were  periods  when  no  chlorine  was  added. 

GAYERSHAM  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS 

The  Caversham  Works  operated  under  difficulties;  the  rising 
main  to  Vastern  Road  was  completed,  but  not  until  late  in  the  year 
was  the  pump  installed  to  pump  some  of  the  sewage  to  the  Manor 
Farm  Works;  this  has  afforded  some  relief. 

A  new  Humus  Tank  has  been  provided  and  two  new  lagoons  to 
take  surplus  tank  effluent  during  prolonged  wet  periods  when  it 
will  not  be  possible  to  pump  to  Manor  Farm. 

Some  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  final  effluent  has  taken 
place  as  a  result  of  the  measures  taken  during  the  year. 
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REHOUSING 

Mr.  C.  H.  R.  Willett,  L.R.X.B.A.,  the  Borough  Architect,  has 
been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  information: — 

The  number  of  permanent  houses  built  since  the  war  is  1,444 
(up  to  26th  January,  1952).  In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are 
200  prefabricated  bungalows  and  9  converted  houses  which 
accommodate  23  families.  In  addition  to  the  houses  provided  by 
the  Corporation  direct,  there  are  houses  built  under  licence  for 
private  owners  who  have  been  selected  by  the  Housing  Committee — 
285  such  private  houses  have  been  built — so  that  the  grand  total  of 
new  dwellings  built  since  the  war  is  in  the  region  of  1,930,  including 
prefabricated  houses. 

Houses  have  been  taken  over  at  the  rate  of  one  complete  house 
for  every  working  day  of  the  year.  It  is  hoped  that  this  rate  can 
be  accelerated  in  the  near  future. 

At  the  end  of  1951  more  than  350  dwellings  were  under  construc¬ 
tion  (this  excludes  houses  taken  over  and  means  those  actually 
being  built  and  in  various  stages  of  construction),  and  contracts 
for  more  were  being  negotiated  so  as  to  keep  up  a  never-ending 
flow  of  houses  to  let  and  a  proportion  (1  in  4)  for  private  ownership. 

During  1951  the  Gosbrook  Road  flats  scheme  was  commenced; 
this  will  provide  60  flats  in  a  very  attractive  setting  with  a  pleasant 
outlook  over  playing  fields. 

The  new  houses  are  of  different  types  and  include  four-,  three-, 
two-  and  one-bedroom  dwellings,  the  latter  being  especially  for 
aged  persons  who  are  able  to  look  after  themselves  and  wish  to  have 
their  own  home. 

Such  dwellings  are  provided  in  two  forms  at  present,  one  being 
the  maisonette  type  where  four  aged  persons’  dwellings  are  built 
with  two  on  the  ground  floor  and  two  on  the  first  floor,  so  that  the 
general  effect  is  of  a  pair  of  substantial  semi-detached  houses. 

Each  maisonette  has  a  living  room  with  a  large  window  carried 
down  nearer  the  floor  level  than  is  usual  in  most  houses  ;  this  is 
done  so  that  aged  folk  can  sit  back  in  comfort  in  almost  any  part  of 
the  room,  yet  be  able  to  see  what  is  going  on  outside  in  the  road. 

There  is  a  double  bedroom,  a  good  kitchen  and  a  separate  bath¬ 
room,  larder  and  fuel  store,  as  well  as  a  small  garden  store  outside 
for  miscellaneous  uses. 

Another  type  of  aged  persons’  dwelling  consists  of  a  little 
bungalow  having  a  bed-sitting  room,  a  little  kitchen  and  a  bathroom, 
with,  of  course,  a  larder,  fuel  store  and  outside  store.  These 
dwellings  can  be  used  b}^  a  single  person  or  by  two  old  people  and 
are  very  convenient,  well-planned  homes  which,  it  is  hoped,  will 
prove  to  be  popular  and  easy  to  run  by  ageing  people. 
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The  new  house  of  1952  design  is  to  be  smaller  in  total  area,  but 
the  actual  rooms  will  remain  at,  or  very  near,  the  recommended 
standards  laid  down  by  the  Dudley  Committee;  there  will  be  less 
circulation  space,  that  is  to  say  the  halls  and  landings  will  be  quite 
the  smallest  practicable  size;  the  object  of  all  this  being  to  try  to 
cut  down  costs  and  get  more  accommodation  out  of  the  building 
materials  available. 

Costs  continue  to  rise,  the  latest  addition  being  due  to  a  rise  of 
threepence  per  hour  in  building  workers’  wages  which,  it  is  calcu¬ 
lated,  will  add  about  £40  to  the  cost  of  a  Corporation  house. 
Materials,  too,  have  not  yet  settled  down  to  stable  price  levels, 
thus  causing  uncertainty  as  to  the  final  cost  of  a  building  project 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  high  building  costs  must  inevitabty 
be  reflected  in  higher  rents  in  spite  of  the  Government  Grant  and 
the  statutory  rate  contribution  which  subsidize  the  houses. 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

SECTION  21a— PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION  FOR 
AGED  AND  INFIRM 

“  Wychcotes,”  which  was  a  hostel  opened  in  1949,  continued 
to  function  satisfactorily,  and  on  6th  April,  1951,  the  Mayor 
formally  opened  Warren  House  which  lies  next  door  to 
“  Wychcotes.”  The  two  homes  are  administered  by  the  same 
Matron.  The  nominal  accommodation  for  Warren  House  is  16 
ladies,  but  owing  to  shortage  of  accommodation  we  have  had  to 
increase  this  number  to  19  temporarily.  There  is  room  for  extension, 
and  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  very  long  before  we  can  add  another 
wing.  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  adaptations  of  an  existing 
building,  however  good,  are  never  quite  so  satisfactory  as  a  building 
which  is  built  specially  for  the  purpose. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  record  that  the  men  have  not  been  forgotten 
and  on  20th  July,  1951,  the  hostel  at  Parkhurst,  78,  Bath  Road, 
was  formally  opened  by  the  Mayor.  When  we  transferred  the  men 
from  Battle  Hospital  we  vacated  all  male  Part  III  accommodation 
in  that  hospital. 

Improvements  continued  to  be  made  at  Woodlands,  and  every 
effort  has  been  made  to  eradicate  the  impression  of  an  institution. 
The  number  of  people  for  whom  the  Local  Authority  was  responsible 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows: — 


M. 

W. 

Ch.  Total 

Capacity 

Battle  Hospital 

— 

5 

5 

6 

Woodlands  ... 

36 

34 

70 

74 

Wychcotes  ... 

— 

14 

—  14 

14 

Warren  House 

— 

19 

19 

16 

Parkhurst 

27 

— 

—  27 

25 

Other  Institutions  ... 

3 

6 

9 

— 

SECTION  21b— TEMPORARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Temporary  accommodation  for  persons  who  are  in  urgent  need 
thereof  has  presented  difficulties  throughout  the  year  but,  fortun¬ 
ately,  there  was  no  large-scale  disorder  which  made  the  provision  of 
such  accommodation  a  matter  of  great  urgency.  We  cannot  accom¬ 
modate  men  in  any  of  our  Institutions;  women  and  children  are 
accommodated  at  Woodlands.  This  accommodation  can  hardly  be 
said  to  be  satisfactory  although,  at  the  same  time,  one  must  admit 
that  most  of  the  people  with  whom  we  have  to  deal  have  shown 
a  good  deal  of  inertia  in  finding  their  own  accommodation. 

During  the  year  26  women  and  17  children  were  accommodated, 
and  the  total  number  of  nights  for  which  the  accommodation  was 
used  was  450. 
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SECTION  29— WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS— 
BLIND  PERSONS 

The  main  item  to  report  here  is  that  a  new  agreement  was  made 
with  the  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind.  The 
Association  still  acts  as  the  Agent  of  the  Council  in  carrying  out 
its  duties  under  Section  29,  and  the  main  change  is  that  the  Council 
has  appointed  a  Blind  Welfare  Officer  as  a  whole- time  officer  who 
also  acts  as  Secretary  to  the  Association  without  additional 
remuneration. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Association  has  supplied  the  following 
information : — 

On  December  31st,  1951,  there  were  222  blind  people  on  the 
register,  89  males  and  133  females.  The  age  groups  were  as 
follows — 


Under  1  year  ... 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

1 —  4  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

5—15  „ 

2 

1 

3 

16—20  „ 

4 

1 

5 

21—30  ,, 

3 

4 

7 

31—39  „ 

6 

1 

7 

40  49  ,, 

9 

9 

18 

50—64  „ 

12 

25 

37 

65  years  and  over 

53 

92 

145 

Age 

89  133 

at  which  Blindness  occurred. 

222 

Under  1  year  ... 

Male. 

10 

Female. 

10 

Total 

20 

1 —  4  years  . . . 

1 

3 

4 

5—15  „ 

4 

2 

6 

16—20  ,, 

3 

1 

4 

21—30  „ 

6 

3 

9 

31—39  „ 

5 

10 

15 

40—49  ,, 

9 

10 

19 

50—64  „ 

21 

34 

55 

65  years  and  over 

28 

59 

87 

Age  unknown  ... 

2 

1 

3 

89 

133 

222 

During  the  year  there  were  17  deaths,  6  transfers  out,  22  new 
cases,  7  transfers  in  and  one  school  child  added. 


Partially- sighted  Register.  Of  the  twenty-two  cases  examined 
but  not  registered  blind,  twenty  have  been  placed  on  the  Partially  - 
sighted  Register  and  two  remain  on  the  observation  list. 

Home  Workers.  The  Home  Workers  have  decreased  by  two 
this  year  and  the  number  now  stands  at  five.  One  chair  caner 
retired  at  the  age  of  65,  and  a  young  piano  tuner  decided  to  go  into 
open  industry. 

Employed  Blind  Persons.  Nineteen  blind  persons  are  employed 
in  various  occupations,  as  factory  operatives,  typists,  telephone 
operators,  etc.,  and  two  are  masseurs.  One  man  completed  his 
training  as  a  recorder  typist  during  the  year  and  is  now  a  Grade  I 
typist  at  the  War  Office. 

Education  and  Training.  One  boy  completed  his  schooling 
and  has  gone  into  a  workshop  to  be  trained  as  a  basket  maker. 

Three  men  have  been  to  Torquay  for  the  rehabilitation  course; 
two  are  unfit  to  work  and  employment  has  not  yet  been  found  for 
the  third. 

Social  Activities.  The  Pastime  Classes  and  Domino  Club  have 
met  each  week  and  the  membership  is  as  large  as  accommodation 
permits. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  the  Blind  Social  Club  has  been  held  in 
the  Denmark  Hall  and  is  well  attended.  The  help  given  by  voluntary 
car  drivers  in  transporting  the  blind  to  and  from  the  Club  is  very 
much  appreciated. 

The  Pendragon  Theatre  Company  have  again  generously  allowed 
10-12  blind  people  and  two  guides  to  attend  their  performance 
each  Tuesday  evening. 

The  London  Philharmonic  Orchestra  have  given  six  tickets  to 
the  Association  for  several  of  their  concerts  in  Reading,  which 
have  provided  a  treat  for  the  music  lovers. 

Summer  Outing.  Five  29-seater  coaches  took  blind  persons 
and  their  guides  to  Bognor  again  this  year.  Each  blind  person  was 
given  5/-  by  the  Voluntary  Association  to  buy  lunch,  thus  saving  time 
spent  on  collecting  people  together  for  an  organised  lunch.  Though 
the  sun  did  not  shine  it  did  not  rain  until  the  return  journey,  so 
everyone  enjoyed  the  day  by  the  sea. 

Lectures.  The  Workers'  Education  Association  arranged  a 
course  of  twelve  lectures  on  International  Affairs  held  on  Monday 
evenings  from  October  to  December.  Mrs.  Crook  proved  a  very 
interesting  lecturer,  but  the  average  attendance  was  small. 

Free  Passes.  The  Association  is  indebted  to  the  Corporation 
for  the  passes  on  the  Corporation  buses,  and  to  the  Thames  Valley 
Traction  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Aldershot  Traction  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  their 
continued  help. 


The  Manager  of  the  Palace  Theatre  has  arranged  for  blind  persons 
to  be  admitted  free  on  Monday  evenings  when  accompanied  by  a 
guide,  and  the  following  Cinema  Managers  have  granted  free 
admission  to  a  number  of  blind  persons  each  week:  Central,  Odeon, 
Pavilion,  Savoy  and  Vaudeville.  These  concessions  are  greatly 
appreciated. 

Holiday  Fund.  More  blind  people  paid  in  to  the  Fund  this  year 
and  a  total  of  £76  4s.  lid.  was  paid  out  in  the  form  of  bonus  by  the 
Association.  Help  with  holiday  fares  was  also  given,  10/-  to  those 
going  a  distance  up  to  75  miles  and  £1  for  those  going  further. 

4 

Winter  Coal.  Owing  to  the  increased  price  of  coal  there  had  to 
be  some  curtailment  in  the  gifts  this  year.  Twenty- seven  old  people 
received  4  cwts.  during  each  of  the  five  months,  November  to 
March,  three  old  people  had  4  cwts.  each  month  for  four  months 
and  a  further  143  received  2  cwts.  each  as  a  Christmas  gift.  These 
were  provided  from  non-statutory  funds. 

Talking  Books.  Three  machines  were  ordered,  but  owing  to 
delay  in  delivery,  these  were  not  received  until  after  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  Shop.  In  spite  of  higher  prices  sales  have  shown  an  increase 
this  year  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  improvement  will  continue.  A 
suggestion  that  goods  made  by  T.B.  and  other  disabled  persons 
should  be  offered  for  sale  in  the  shop  is  at  present  under 
consideration. 


REPORT  OF  CONSULTING  OPHTHALMIC  SURGEON 

Mr.  G.  T.  Willoughby  Cashell,  F.R.C.S.,  has  given  the  following 
report  in  connection  with  the  work  he  has  undertaken  during  the 
year : — 

During  1951,  44  cases  were  examined  for  admission  to  the  Blind 


Register,  of  which  one  case  was 

Blind. 


Cataract  ...  ...  5 

Glaucoma ...  ...  3 

Myopia  ...  ...  2 

Retinal  Conditions  5 

Congenital  do.  ...  — 

Infective  do.  ...  1 

Degenerative  do.  6 

Hysterical  do. 


22 


a  re-examination. 
Not  Partially 


Blind.  Sighted.  Total. 
2  4  11 

1  4 

—  3  5 

2  2  9 

1  2  3 

3  4 

1  7 

1  —  1 

6  16  44 
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Cataract.  Three  of  the  five  cases  of  cataract  certified  blind 
could  be  operated  upon.  In  the  other  two  cases  operation  was  not 
advised.  Of  the  two  uncertified  cases  one  had  a  mature  cataract 
in  one  eye  and  normal  vision,  though  with  a  few  lens  opacities, 
in  the  other.  The  other  case  had  a  mature  cataract  in  one  eye 
and  had  had  a  cataract  extraction,  with  restoration  of  normal 
vision,  in  the  other.  Two  of  the  partially- sighted  patients  could  be 
operated  upon  and  two  had  had  one  cataract  extracted,  each  having 
6/9  vision  in  the  operated  eye. 

Glaucoma.  Three  cases  of  glaucoma  were  complicated  by 
cataract  and  could  be  operated  upon. 

Myopia.  One  of  the  cases  of  myopia  had  bilateral  retinal 
detachment.  Operation  was  unsuccessful.  The  other  certified  case 
was  complicated  by  cataract. 

Retinal  Conditions.  In  three  of  the  five  certified  patients  the 
eye  condition  was  the  result  of  diabetes,  one  had  had  a  retinal 
venous  thrombosis  and  the  fifth  (the  re-examined  case)  had 
deterioration  of  vision  due  to  vascular  changes. 

Congenital  Conditions.  The  uncertified  case  and  one  of  the 
partially-sighted  cases  in  this  category  were  suffering  from  albinism 
with  nystagmus.  The  remaining  patient’s  poor  vision  was  due  to 
an  old  left  hemiplegia  caused  by  birth  trauma. 

Infective  Conditions.  The  certified  case  and  one  of  the  partially- 
sighted  cases  were  suffering  from  iridocyclitis.  Of  the  remaining 
two  partially-sighted  cases,  one  had  rosacea  keratitis  and  the  other 
was  suffering  from  a  corneal  nebula  in  his  only  eye,  which  was  due 
to  infection  following  meningitis. 

Degenerative  Conditions.  Senile  macula  degeneration  was 
responsible  for  all  the  cases  in  this  group. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 

Although  further  discussions  took  place  with  the  Oxford  Diocesan 
Association  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  I  am  not  able  to  report  any 
further  progress  during  1951.  At  the  time  of  writing  (May,  1952) 
there  does  seem  to  be  hopes  that  we  can  come  to  an  agreement  with 
the  Association. 

WELFARE  OF  THE  HARD  OF  HEARING 

Previous  arrangements  have  continued  to  work  satisfactorily. 
The  Council  makes  a  contribution  of  6/-  per  head  per  half-year 
to  the  Reading  Association  of  the  Hard  of  Hearing.  There  is  no 
formal  agency  agreement. 


SECTION  31 — MEALS  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 

During  the  year  the  W.V.S.  continued  to  provide  their  Meals 
on  Wheels  Service  in  the  Borough  and  10,317  meals  were  served 
to  old  people  and  were  very  much  appreciated  by  the  recipients. 
Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mrs.  Buckingham  and  her  colleagues 
for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  continued  to  administer  this 
service. 

SECTION  37 — REGISTRATION  OF  OLD  PEOPLE’S 
HOMES 

At  the  end  of  the  year  three  Homes  for  Old  People  were  registered. 
Applications  for  the  registration  of  6  more  were  under  consideration. 

SECTION  47— REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF 
PEOPLE  IN  NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  action  under  this  Section 
during  the  year. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Cremation.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee 
to  the  Reading  Crematorium.  During  the  year  763  cremations 
were  carried  out;  this  compares  with  the  figure  of  576  for  1950. 

Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  has  now  moved  to  better  premises  at  Battle 
Hospital  and  this  has  meant  an  improvement  in  the  scope  of  the 
services  which  we  have  received.  Unfortunately,  the  methods  of 
keeping  records  which  are  used  by  the  Laboratory  cannot  be 
arranged  to  show  the  work  done  for  Reading  Borough  without  an 
unjustifiable  amount  of  labour. 

Nursing  Homes.  During  the  year  one  Nursing  Home 
surrendered  its  licence  and  there  are  now  7  homes  registered  with 
the  Local  Authority  providing  accommodation  for  32  maternity 
patients  and  63  others,  a  total  of  95  beds.  All  homes  were  inspected 
during  the  year. 


NURSERY  AND  CHILD  MINDERS  ACT,  1948 

Child  Minders  registered  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Children  per  session  ...  ...  28 

No  fresh  applications  for  registration  were  received  during  the 
vear. 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

TOWN  HALL, 

READING. 

July,  1952. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  School 
Health  Service  for  1951. 

The  work  of  the  Department  was  handicapped  to  some  extent 
by  shortage  of  medical  staff  and  therefore  we  have  tried  to  con¬ 
centrate  upon  essential  examinations,  but  you  will  see  that  a  certain 
amount  of  original  work  was  carried  out  by  Dr.  Chamberlain  in 
respect  of  deafness  and  the  tuberculin  testing  of  school  children. 

Unfortunately,  the  shortage  of  dental  surgeons  has  continued 
and  Mr.  Campbell’s  report  reveals  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
casuals  treated.  At  the  moment  it  is  not  possible  to  see  any  early 
solution  of  this  problem. 

An  interesting  innovation  was  made  by  the  provision  of  special 
medical  rooms  at  the  Geoffrey  Field  School  and  the  Hill  School. 
A  nurse  and  a  doctor  attend  these  Clinics  regularlv  and  I  am  sure 
they  are  very  much  appreciated  by  the  children  and  by  the  teachers. 
This  system  is  apt  to  be  expensive  in  medical  and  nursing  staff, 
but  I  am  quite  sure  that  it  is  justified  by  the  saving  of  valuable 
school  time  for  the  children  and  bv  the  ease  of  consultation  with 
the  teaching  staff  in  respect  of  any  particular  case.  I  look  forward 
to  an  extension  of  this  system  as  the  new  schools  are  erected. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  was  strengthened  by  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  C.  G.  Woolgrove  as  Senior  School  Medical  Officer 
and  now  that  we  are  able  to  ascertain  more  special  cases  there  is 
evidence  that  the  accommodation  at  the  Avenue  School  is  becoming 
inadequate  and  I  am  pleased  to  note  that  the  Education  Committee 
proposes  to  provide  additional  accommodation  at  an  early  date. 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  which  has 
been  given  to  me  by  the  Chief  Education  Officer,  his  office  staff 
and  the  teachers  during  the  year.  I  would  also  like  to  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Welfare  Sub-Committee  for  their 
interest  and  support  during  a  difficult  year;  and  lastly,  but  not 
least,  I  must  pay  tribute  to  the  loyalty  and  hard  work  of  my  own 
staff  during  this  period. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SCHOOL  POPULATION 

The  following  figures  give  particulars  of  the  school  population  in  the  various  age  groups  on  December  31st,  1951, 
and  an  estimate  of  the  increase  over  the  next  five  years: — 
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PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS 

The  work  of  periodic  medical  inspections  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year  and  although  handicapped  by  shortage  of 
medical  staff,  we  tried  to  arrange  these  inspections  so  that  each 
department  was  visited  once  a  term. 


The  following  table  gives  particulars: — 


A. 


Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Groups: — 


Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 


1,195 

1,285 

1,357 


Total 


3,837 


Number  of  other  periodic  inspections 

Grand  Total 


214 

4,051 


B.  Other  Inspections: — 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Re-inspections 


1,598 

2,578 


Total 


4,176 


C.  Pupils  found  to  require  treatment : — 


Group 

(1) 

For  Defective 
Vision  (excluding 
Squint) 

(2) 

For  any  of  the 
other  conditions 
recorded  in 
Table  II 

(3)  , 

Total 

Individual 

Pupils 

(4) 

Entrants  ... 

25 

177 

185 

Second  Age  Group 

60 

162 

201 

Third  Age  Group 

92 

155 

223 

Total  (prescribed 
Groups) 

177 

494 

609 

Other  Periodic  In¬ 
spections 

1 

13 

14 

Grand  Total 

178 

507 

623 
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Table  II 

Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year 

ended  31st  December,  1951. 


Defect  or  Disease 

1 

(*) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

Number 

I 

of  Defects 

Number  of  Defects 

.  .  1  .. 

Requiring 

treatment 

(3) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(3) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring  to 
be  kept  under 
observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

(5) 

Skin  ...  ...  . . . 

40 

45 

561 

2 

Eyes— 

(a)  Vision 

178 

.76 

24 

1 

(b)  Squint  ... 

28 

13 

1 

— 

(c)  Other 

10 

14 

224 

1 

Ears — 

(a)  Hearing  ... 

8 

13 

4 

— 

(b)  Otitis  Media 

8 

15 

51 

— 

(c)  Other 

12 

15 

148 

— 

Nose  or  Throat 

74 

180 

132 

3 

Speech  ... 

13 

20 

2 

— 

Cervical  Glands 

11 

60 

13 

— 

Heart  and  Circulation 

13 

32 

14 

— 

Lungs  ... 

10 

71 

22 

— 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia  ... 

2 

7 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

14 

38 

2 

— 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture  ... 

70 

35 

5 

— 

(b)  Flat  Foot 

120 

39 

8 

— 

(c)  Other 

27 

58 

25 

— 

Nervous  System — 

(a)  Epilepsy... 

4 

6 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

4 

12 

3 

— 

Psychological — 

(a)  Development 

3 

11 

7 

— 

(b)  Stability... 

10 

23 

9 

— 

Other 

32 

26 

3,682 

5 

104 


Table  III 


INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN 


(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by  the 

school  nurses  or  other  authorized  persons  ...  ...  43,756 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  examined  ...  ...  16,351 

(iii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be  infested  548 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 

cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2),  Educa¬ 
tion  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 


(v)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3),  Education 
Act,  1944)  .  11 


No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  parents  under  the 
provisions  of  Section  54  of  the  Education  Act. 


Table  IV 


TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  attending  Maintained  Primary 
and  Secondary  Schools  (including  Special  Schools). 

Group  1 — Diseases  of  the  Skin  (excluding  uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Table  III). 


Number  of  cases 

treated  or 

under  treatment  during  the 

year 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm — 

(i)  Scalp  ... 

18 

6 

(ii)  Body . 

55 

— 

Scabies 

61 

• — 

Impetigo 

93 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases 

446 

7 

Total 

673 

13 

105 


Group  2 — Eye  Diseases,  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 


External  and  other,  excluding  errors  of 
refraction  and  squint 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  ... 

Total 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom  spectacles 
were — 

(a)  prescribed  ... 

(b)  obtained 

Number  of  cases  c 

ealt  with 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

90 

567 

— 

657 

— 

445 

397 

— 

Group  3 — Child  Guidance  Treatment. 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at  Child 
Guidance  Clinics ... 

Number  of  cases 

treated 

In  the  Authority’s 
Child  Guidance 
Clinics 

Elsewhere 

211 

— 

Group  4 — Speech  Therapy. 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by  Speech 
Therapists 

Number  of  cases 

treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

93 

— 

Group  5 — Other  Treatment  given. 

(a)  Miscellaneous  minor  ailments. . . 

(b)  Other  than  (a)  above  (specify: — - 

1 .  Eye  Disease  (external) ... 

2.  Ear  Defects 

3. 

4. 

5. 

Total 

Number  of  cases 

treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

3,443 

263 

167 

116 

4 

5 

3,873 

125 

106 


We  have  no  reliable  information  as  to  the  number  of  Reading 
school  children  who  were  treated  for  orthopaedic  defects  or  ear, 
nose  and  throat  conditions. 

SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC 

Miss  Fitch  left  the  service  of  the  Corporation  on  15th  September, 
1951,  and  she  was  succeeded  by  Miss  E.  M.  Rowley,  who  commenced 
duties  on  8th  October,  1951.  This  gap  was  unfortunate,  but  could 
not  be  avoided.  The  particulars  of  the  treatment  are  given  below : — 

93  children  attended  Speech  Clinic  during  1951. 

24  discharged  cured  or  greatly  improved. 

6  put  on  probation  until  mental  age  would  warrant  treatment. 

2  referred  to  Special  Schools. 

3  left  school  before  treatment  was  complete. 

2  taken  off  register  for  non-attendance. 

56  continued  into  1952. 

25  cases  of  stammering. 

44  ,,  defective  articulation. 

4  ,,  cerebral  palsy. 

5  ,,  cleft  palate  or  bifurcated  uvula. 

5  ,,  disorders  of  vocal  resonance. 

3  speech  disorders  due  to  deafness. 

7  ,,  ,,  ,,  mental  backwardness. 

Clinics  were  held  at  Queen’s  Road,  Grovelands,  Battle,  Geoffrey 
Field  and  The  Avenue  Schools. 

One  house  visit  was  made  weekly  to  treat  two  cerebral  palsied 
children  unable  to  come  to  the  Clinic. 

One  afternoon  a  week  was  kept  for  school  and  home  visits, 
interviewing  parents  and  for  correspondence. 

We  have  found  that  the  speech  recording  apparatus  (which  is  of 
a  tape  type)  has  been  of  considerable  help  to  the  Speech  Therapist, 
and  enables  her  to  have  some  objective  criterion  of  a  child’s  progress. 
It  also  has  a  certain  amount  of  value  in  the  actual  treatment  of 
certain  types  of  cases. 

SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 

Mr.  J.  Campbell,  L.D.S.,  reports  as  follows: — 

The  year  commenced  with  no  improvement  in  the  staffing 
difficulties.  There  were  two  'full-time  Dental  Officers. 

The  number  of  inspections  at  schools  has  increased  slightly,  but 
it  is  becoming  more  difficult  to  visit  schools  for  inspection  owing 
to  the  time  expended  on  casual  cases. 

Specials  or  casuals  have  remained  at  more  or  less  the  same  level 
as  last  year  and  take  up  considerable  time  every  afternoon  to  the 
detriment  of  routine  conservative  work. 
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The  acceptance  rate,  under  present  conditions,  would  be 
ambiguous  owing  to  the  small  number  of  routine  inspections  and 
the  fact  that  specials  are  approximately  100%  acceptance. 

The  number  of  dentures  supplied  to  school  children  during  the 
year  has  shown  a  decrease  and  this  is  a  decided  improvement. 

Orthodontic  treatment  continues  to  be  in  demand  and  has  been 
extremely  successful,  but  at  present  has  to  be  held  in  check  owing 
to  its  time-consuming  character. 

On  1st  November,  Miss  Anderson,  Oral  Hygienist,  commenced 
duty.  This  is  a  new  departure  in  the  School  Dental  Service,  but, 
in  my  opinion,  should  prove  a  very  useful  addition.  Her  duties 
are  confined  to  the  scaling  and  cleaning  of  the  teeth.  This  work  is 
performed  under  supervision.  Talks  on  the  care  and  demonstrations 
on  the  correct  method  of  cleaning  teeth  are  given  in  the  schools 
on  one  afternoon  of  the  week  and  are  well  received.  In  short,  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Hygienist  should,  in  time,  greatly  improve 
the  oral  hygiene  of  the  children. 

Some  improvement  has  been  made  in  the  surgeries  at  Queen’s 
Road  by  the  replacement  of  worn-out  equipment  by  modern 
dental  units. 

The  work  carried  out  is  tabulated  below: — 
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1. 


Number  of  children  inspected  at  school: — 


(a)  Routine  Age  Groups — 


4  years 


5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 


y  y 

5  5 
5  > 

)  y 
y  > 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 
y  y 


15 


y  y 


34 

184 

254 

215 

228 

219 

293 

239 

177 

178 
100 

25 


(b)  Specials 


2,146 

2,702 


4,848 


Total 


]08 


2.  Number  found  to  require  treatment  ... 

3.  Number  referred  for  treatment 

4.  Number  actually  treated 

5.  Number  of  attendances  for  treatment 

6.  Halfday’s  inspection 

,,  treatment 

Total 


4,075 

4,075 

3,571 

7,708 

15 

886 


901 


7 .  Fillings — Permanent 
Temporary 

Total 


2,315 

318 


2,633 


8  Number  of  teeth  filled — Permanent 

Temporary 

Total 


2,028 

310 


2,338 


9.  Extractions — Permanent 

Temporary 

Orthodontic 


762 

3,311 

105 


Total 


4,178 


10.  Administration  of  General  Anaesthetics 


1,511 


1 1 .  Other  operations — Permanent . . . 

Temporary . . . 

Total 


1,363 

2,678 

4,041 


12.  Cases  for  advice  only 


305 


The  following  also  attended  for  treatment: — 


Number 

treated 

Number 

Atten¬ 

dances 

Number 

Extrac¬ 

tions 

Number 

Fillings 

General 

Anaes¬ 

thetics 

Number 

Discharged 

Christ’s  Hospital 

2 

4 

1 

2 

Abbey  School 

5 

12 

6 

2 

1 

5 

St.  Joseph’s 
Convent 

4 

23 

5 

16 

2 

4 

Occupation  Centre 

11 

25 

36 

4 

11 

10 

Remand  Home  ... 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

Special  cases  not 
attending  school 

2 

J 

4 

6 

_ 

3 

2 
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Twenty-two  school  children  were  supplied  with  dentures  during 
the  year.  One  denture  only  required  repair. 

Thirty- seven  children  were  fitted  with  orthodontic  appliances. 
They  made  517  attendances  for  observation  and  adjustments. 
There  were  20  repairs  or  additions  to  existing  appliances. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Hygienist  during 
November  and  December  was  213  and  224  scalings  were  done. 
This  number  is  in  addition  to  those  done  by  the  Dental  Officers 
during  the  period  of  January  to  October. 


HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Methods  of  Special  Education  available  in  Reading 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  methods  of  special  education 
available  in  Reading: — 

1.  Delicate  Pupils.  The  Open  Air  Department  of  the  Avenue 
School,  Northumberland  Avenue,  has  accommodation  for  46  pupils 
up  to  the  age  of  16  years. 

2.  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils.  There  is  accommodation 
in  the  Physically  Handicapped  Department  of  the  Avenue  School 
for  40  pupils. 

3.  Educationally  Sub-normal  Children.  There  is  accom¬ 
modation  at  the  E.S.N.  Department  of  the  Avenue  School  for  81 
pupils  up  to  the  age  of  16  years. 

4.  Home  Teaching.  There  are  at  present  two  Home  Teachers 
who  visit  and  instruct  children  in  their  own  homes  when  they  are 
unable  to  attend  school  because  of  their  medical  condition. 

I  think  it  is  worthy  of  special  report  that  the  parents  of  a  spastic 
child  have  converted  a  building  at  their  house  to  which  are  taken 
four  spastic  children  who  are  otherwise  unfit  for  education  in  an 
ordinary  school.  This  class  is  visited  by  one  of  the  Home  Teachers 
and  provides  a  very  interesting  and  helpful  method  of  dealing  with 
these  children. 

5.  Remedial  Teaching.  There  are  two  Remedial  Teachers 
who  regularly  attend  the  various  schools  to  give  instruction  in 
Reading,  Writing  and  Arithmetic  to  backward  and  other  children 
who  require  special  instruction  in  these  subjects. 

6.  A  few  schools  have  small  classes  for  backward  children. 


HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN— SUMMARY  OF  POSITION  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1951 
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AVENUE  SCHOOL 

Mr.  Ross,  Headmaster  of  the  Avenue  School,  has  submitted  the 
following  report: — 

The  roll  of  the  school  continued  at  its  maximum. 


E.S.N.  P.H.  Delicate 


• 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

On  Roll,  January,  1951 

50 

30 

33 

10 

24 

27 

Admitted  during  year 

17 

5 

11 

2 

4ml 

18 

8 

Left  during  the  year 

15 

5 

13 

o 

O 

8 

12 

On  Roll,  December,  1951 

52 

30 

31 

9 

34 

23 

Twelve  boys  and  four  girls  left  the  Educationally  Sub-normal 
Department ;  four  boys  and  one  girl  left  the  Physically  Handicapped 
Department;  and  one  boy  and  three  girls  left  the  Open-Air  School 
for  employment  at  sixteen  years  of  age;  all  the  children  were 
suitably  placed  with  the  guidance  of  the  Youth  Employment 
Officers.  From  the  E.S.N.  Department,  one  boy  was  admitted  to 
an  Institution  and  two  boys  and  one  girl  left  the  district.  Three 
boys  and  two  girls  were  admitted  to  hospital,  four  boys  left  the 
district  and  two  boys  returned  to  ordinary  school  from  the  P.H. 
Department,  while  from  the  Open-Air  School,  two  girls  and  one  boy 
were  admitted  to  hospital,  one  girl  left  the  district  and  six  boys 
and  six  girls  returned  to  ordinary  school.  Thirteen  children  on 
leaving  school  were  reported  to  the  local  authority  for  welfare 
supervision. 

There  was  one  staff  change  during  the  year,  Mr.  D.  P.  Hamon, 
B.Sc.,  leaving  the  P.H.  Department  to  take  a  post  as  headmaster 
of  a  special  school  in  Coventry.  Mr.  H.  Perrett  was  appointed  to 
take  his  place  as  teacher  of  the  older  P.H.  children. 

Swimming  in  the  indoor  pool  continued  to  be  both  popular  and 
successful.  The  average  number  of  children  participating  was  15 
boys  and  3  girls  in  winter  and  25  boys  and  6  girls  in  summer. 
Certificates  were  awarded  to  7  P.H.  boys,  13  E.S.N.  boys  and  6 
boys  from  the  O.A.  School. 

Remedial  exercises  were  continued  under  the  direction  of  the 
school  nurse,  the  school  hall  being  used  to  accommodate  the 
increased  number  recommended. 

The  school  was  again  open  for  one  week  to  permit  parents  and 
visitors  to  observe  and  inspect  the  work  of  the  children  and  to 
discuss  progress  with  the  headmaster  and  the  teachers.  On  July 
23rd,  Mil  ward  prizes  and  class  prizes  were  presented  by  His  Worship 
the  Mayor  to  those  children  showing  the  most  meritorious  progress 
during  the  year., 


SCHOOL  MEALS  SERVICE 


The  average  number  of  meals  served  daily  rose  during  the  year, 
reaching  a  maximum  of  7,200  per  day.  This  was  interesting,  as  the 
price  of  the  meal  was  increased  from  6d.  to  7d.  on  the  1st  April, 
1951.  During  the  previous  year,  when  the  price  was  increased  from 
5d.  to  6d.,  there  was  a  considerable  decline  in  the  numbers. 

A  new  canteen  was  opened  in  May  at  Geoffrey  Field  School. 
In  order  to  reduce  the  cost  of  overheads,  the  Whitley  School  Meals 
Kitchen  was  closed.  Arrangements  were  made  for  several  self- 
contained  canteens  to  send  out  a  small  number  of  container  meals 
to  one  or  two  schools.  By  making  new  transport  arrangements, 
it  has  been  found  possible  to  collect  some  meals  much  later,  so  that 
the  meals  are  not  left  so  long  in  the  containers. 

Open  days  were  held  at  the  following  schools,  when  the  canteens 
were  open  for  inspection,  and  the  opportunity  taken  to  give 
information  about  the  meals  to  parents  and  the  general  public: — 
The  Avenue  School,  Caversham  Secondary  School,  Grovelands 
School,  Kendrick  School,  Alfred  Sutton  Schools,  Geoffrey  Field 
School. 

The  food  value  of  the  meal  is  good.  The  Ministry  of  Education 
recommend  that  20  to  25  grams  of  protein  and  30  grams  of  fat 
should  be  provided  at  each  meal  for  all  children.  A  week’s  menus 
were  examined  at  three  canteens  and  the  results  were  as  follows 

Protein  Fat 

Ministry  of  Education  recommend  20  to  25  grams  30  grams 
Kitchen 

Tilehurst  S.M.  Kitchen  ...  ...  ...  ...  29-7  grams  32-6  grams 

Grovelands  S.  Canteen  ...  ...  ...  ...  19-0  ,,  25-3  ,, 

Caversham  S.M.  Kitchen. . .  ...  ...  ...  23-3  ,,  35-6  ,, 

Full  advantage  is  taken  of  the  rations  allowed,  and  up  to  \  oz. 
dried  milk  is  allowed  per  meal  in  addition  to  the  fresh  milk,  to 
increase  the  protein  content. 

It  is  noticeable  that  the  children  now  accept  various  vegetables 
and  salads  which  were  at  first  received  with  suspicion  or  dislike. 
This  is  due  to  the  continuous  work  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers, 
who  are  gradually  educating  the  tastes  of  the  children. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  approximately  41%  of  school  children 
were  taking  meals  at  school. 

NUTRITION 

I  think  it  is  appropriate  that  the  particulars  of  the  state  of 
nutrition  of  school  children  in  Reading  should  follow  the  report 
on  the  School  Meals  Service.  The  following  table  gives  the  classifica¬ 
tion  of  the  pupils  inspected  during  the  year  in  the  various  age 
groups : — 
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Age  Groups 

Number 
of  Pupils 
Inspected 

(Gc 

>ocl) 

I 

(Fa 

1 

tir) 

C 

(Poor) 

i 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

of 

col.  2 

No. 

o/ 

/o 

of 

col.  2 

of 

o/ 

/o 

No. 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(T 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1,195 

448 

37-5 

682 

57-07 

65 

5-4 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

1,285 

425 

33-07 

804 

62-5 

56 

4-3 

Third  Age  Group 

1,357 

456 

33-6 

851 

62-7 

50 

3-7 

Other  Periodic  In- 

spections  ... 

214 

95 

44-4 

94 

43-9 

25 

11-6 

Total 

4,051 

1,424 

35-1 

2,431 

60-00 

196 

4-8 

PHYSICAL  EDUCATION 

Most  of  the  following  information  has  been  provided  by  the 
Organizers  of  Physical  Education,  Miss  Aklen  and  Mr.  Young. 

The  Organizers  are  pleased  to  report  on  the  satisfactory  progress 
in  physical  education  in  the  schools  during  the  year  under  review. 
The  Nursery  and  Primary  schools  continue  to  maintain  the  standard 
of  efficiency  of  former  years.  The  Secondary  departments  still 
suffer  the  handicaps  mentioned  in  previous  reports— lack  of 
gymnasia  and  specialist  teachers — but  concentration  on  outdoor 
games  and  athletic  training  has  enabled  the  boys  and  girls  in  these 
schools  to  challenge  the  efficient  work  of  the  younger  children. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  work  in  general  is  having  a  marked 
effect  on  the  pupils  of  all  ages. 

Apparatus.  Rising  costs  and  limited  Estimates  have  curtailed, 
to  some  extent,  the  amount  of  equipment  supplied  to  schools. 
Nursery  and  Primary  schools  have  been  supplied  with  modern 
apparatus— tubular  steel  climbing  frames  and  the  like — and  many 
of  the  teachers  have  shown  considerable  ingenuity  in  adapting  other 
items  of  equipment  to  suit  their  lessons.  With  a  few  exceptions, 
every  Primary  school  has  been  issued  with  some  form  of  climbing 
frame  and  plans  are  afoot  to  cater  for  the  others  as  early  as  possible. 

All  schools  enjoy  the  use  of  greater  supplies  of  games  equipment 
and  consequently  are  able  to  pay  more  attention  to  coaching. 
The  interest  and  enthusiasm  of  the  teachers  have  been  maintained 
by  conducting  numerous  courses  of  instruction  in  various  games. 

There  is  still  room  for  improvement,  however,  especially  in 
supplying  even  greater  quantities  of  equipment  for  games.  It  has 
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been  necessary,  during  the  past  few  years,  to  lower  the  quality  of 
equipment  in  order  to  supply  the  quantities  required  in  the  schools 
with  the  result  that  maintenance  costs  have  risen  sharply. 

Swimming.  The  Organizers  are  indebted  to  the  teaching  staff 
and  the  swimming  instructors  for  the  noticeable  improvement  in 
the  standard  of  swimming  and  instruction.  The  performances  at 
the  Annual  Gala  were,  in  general,  a  great  improvement  on  those  of 
former  years. 

During  the  year  approximately  30,000  attendances  at  swimming 
baths  were  recorded.  This  total  is  some  14,000  less  than  in  1949, 
mainly  due  to  the  closing  of  the  men’s  bath  at  King’s  Meadow, 
and  the  lack  of  transport  to  convey  the  children  to  the  Coley  Bath. 

Playing  Fields.  The  schools  made  as  much  use  of  the  playing 
fields  as  the  weather  permitted.  The  particularly  wet  winter  months 
caused  the  public  parks  to  be  placed  out  of  bounds  to  the  schools 
for  games  for  many  weeks  early  in  the  year.  Nevertheless,  the 
schools  were  able  to  complete  their  fixture  lists. 

Much  has  been  done  on  the  existing  school  playing  fields  to 
develop  the  grounds  and  it  is  hoped  that  provision  may  be  made 
in  future  Estimates  to  provide  additional  implements  to  continue 
this  development. 

The  pavilion  at  The  Grove  has  been  a  great  success  and  the 
washing  facilities  have  been  much  appreciated.  A  similar  building 
at  the  George  Palmer  Playing  Field  would  be  a  decided  advantage 
and  consideration  should  be  given  at  an  early  date  to  imprpving 
the  entrance  to  these  grounds. 

Remedial  Work.  Certain  difficulties  and  staff  changes  have 
curtailed  this  work  in  the  schools,  but  plans  have  been  made,  in 
conjunction  with  the  School  Medical  Officer,  to  increase  the  attention 
given  to  this  subject  in  future. 

SPECIAL  INVESTIGATIONS 
I.  Audiometric  Survey 

During  the  year,  Dr.  R.  N.  Chamberlain,  one  of  the  Assistant 
School  Medical  Officers,  carried  out  a  series  of  tests  on  the  hearing 
of  school  children  between  the  ages  of  9  and  11  years.  Each  class 
was  tested  in  the  first  instance  by  means  of  a  Western  Electric 
Gramophone  Audiometer;  this  acted  as  a  screen.  The  test  was 
always  repeated  once,  since  we  found  a  number  of  children  failed  to 
understand  the  test  at  the  first  trial. 

Other  difficulties  encountered  were  disturbances  by  other  children 
or  traffic  noise.  Temporary  deafness  was  found  in  some  cases  due 
to  the  fact  that  the  child  had  a  cold  at  the  time  of  the  test  and 
subsequent  testing  with  a  pure  tone  audiometer  usually  showed 
that  the  child  had  recovered. 
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Children  who  failed  to  pass  the  gramophone  test  on  the  second 
trial  were  tested  by  means  of  a  Multitone  Pure  Tone  Audiometer. 
Unfortunately,  not  all  the  children  attended  for  this  second  test, 
but  particulars  are  given  below. 

The  findings  will  probably  be  published  in  more  detail  by  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  but  the  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results: — 


A.  Gramophone  Audiometer 

Age  group  9  years  to  11  years,  i.e.  the  top  classes  of  Junior 
School : — 

Number  of  children  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  489 

Number  of  children  with  normal  hearing  ...  ...  365 

Number  of  children  who  failed  to  pass  the  test  ...  124 

Criterion  of  Failure  =  more  than  29  decibels  hearing  loss. 

Schools  Tested: — 

E.  P.  Collier  Junior  School. 

The  Hill  School. 

Caversham  Primary  School. 

Ridgeway  Primary  School. 

St.  Anne’s  (Roman  Catholic  School). 

Geoffrey  Field  Junior  School. 

The  failures  were  subdivided  into  three  groups,  viz.  : — 

Group  1,  i.e.  those  children  with  29  decibels  loss  ...  80 

,,  2,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  32-41  decibels  loss  38 

,,  3,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  over  44  decibels 

loss  6 


B.  Pure  Tone  Audiometric  Tests  of  the  above  Classes. 
Group  1. 

Number  tested  on  the  Pure  Tone  Audiometer  =  55 

(a)  Number  of  children  with  normal  hearing  (no 

treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(b)  Number  of  children  with  0-10  decibels  loss  (no 

treatment)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(c)  Number  of  children  with  10-20  decibels  loss  ...  20 

Of  these — 

No  treatment  necessary  ...  ...  ...  11 

Those  requiring  retesting  or  observation  due 
to  colds  or  history  of  ear  disease  ...  ...  7 

Those  already  attending  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  referred  to  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 
(constant  nasal  discharge)  ...  ...  ...  1 
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(d)  Number  of  children  with  20-30  decibels  loss  ...  11 

Of  these- — 

Those  requiring  retesting  and  observation  ...  10 

Number  referred  to  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  (constant  nasal  discharge)  ...  1 

(e)  Number  of  children  with  loss  of  more  than  30 

decibels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Of  these — 

Referred  to  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  ...  1 

Those  for  observation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Of  these — 

D. W.  =  50-60  decibels  loss  in  left  ear  for  low  tones 
only.  Right  ear  normal. 

C.R.  —  60  decibels  drop  at  pitch  of  256  vib/sec  onfy 
in  right  ear.  Left  ear  normal. 

E. M.  =  70  decibels  drop  in  left  ear  in  low  tones  only. 

Group  2. 

Number  of  children  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  21 

(a)  No  hearing  loss  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  10-20  decibels  hearing  loss  (no  treatment  recom¬ 
mended)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  20-30  decibels  hearing  loss  ...  ...  ...  13 

Of  these- — 

Number  referred  to  the  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  referred  for  observation  and  retesting  10 

(d)  30-40  decibels  hearing  loss  ...  ...  ...  2 

Of  these — 

Referred  to  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  ...  1 

Referred  for  observation  and  retesting  ...  1 

Group  3. 

Total  number  of  children  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  children  already  attending  Roj-al  Berk¬ 
shire  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  children  who  were  old  patients  at  Royal 
Berkshire  Hospital  and  were  referred  back  for 
further  treatment  ...  ...  .:.  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  children  referred  to  Royal  Berkshire 
Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Details  of  the  Audiometer  Test  in  the  last  four  cases:— 

V.B.  Gramophone  Audiogram:  showed  a  scattered  result  in 
the  right  ear — she  heard  odd  numbers  only  including  some 
at  20  decibels  and  missing  others  at  50  decibels. 

Pure  Tone  Audiogram:  Island  of  hearing  of  90  decibels 
at  256  512-2048  vib/sec  only. 

K.H.  Gramophone  Audiogram:  44  decibels  loss  in  right  ear. 

Pure  Tone  Audiogram :  average  of  30  decibels  loss  in  right 
ear. 

M.E.  Gramophone  Audiogram:  Nil  heard. 

Pure  Tone  Audiogram:  70  decibels  loss  in  right  ear. 

M. A.  Gramophone  Audiogram :  44  decibels  loss. 

Pure  Tone  Audiogram:  Average  60  decibels  loss. 


II.  Tuberculin  Testing  of  School  Children. 

There  has  been  some  discussion  as  to  whether  it  is  a  wise  thing 
to  rehouse  tuberculous  patients  on  Corporation  Housing  Estates. 
We  know  that  the  priority  categories  for  rehousing  are  overcrowding, 
especially  where  there  is  a  number  of  children,  and  tuberculosis. 
The  question  is  being  asked  as  to  whether  it  is  a  good  thing  to 
rehouse  tuberculous  patients  in  a  community  which  contains  so 
many  young  children.  We  undertook  a  survey  of  school  entrants 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  number  of  children  on  the  Whitley 
Housing  Estate  who  were  tuberculin  positive  was  higher  than  the 
number  in  other  parts  of  the  town. 

There  are  approximately  3,600  houses  on  the  estate  and  children 
from  these  houses  go  to  Geoffrey  Field  School,  George  Palmer 
Schools,  or  Whitley  Park  School.  There  are  approximately  98 
notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this  community. 

We  tested  822  children  with  O.T.  tuberculin  jelly  and  of  these 
108  were  retested  by  Mantoux  tests  using  old  tuberculin. 

We  found  serious  contradictions  in  these  two  methods  of  testing 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  justifiable  to  express  any  opinion  at  this 
stage.  The  work  will  be  continued  as  soon  as  opportunity  permits. 


III.  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  returns  in  Table  III  that  ringworm  of  the 
scalp  is  still  present  in  the  community.  Full  use  is  made  of  two 
Wood’s  Lamps  which  we  have  in  order  to  examine  contacts.  Spores 
are  sent  for  culturing  and  in  all  the  cases  recorded  the  infection 
has  been  of  animal  origin. 
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The  following  figures  relate  to  Reading  children  who  attended 
this  Clinic: — 

Number  of  cases  brought  forward  from  previous  year  116 
Number  of  new  cases  referred  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Number  of  cases  re-opened  during  the  year  ...  ...  26 

Total  number  of  cases  seen  for  consultation  and 

treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Number  of  cases  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

After  consultation  and  advice  only  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  cases  treated  and  closed : — 

Adjusted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

No  change  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prematurely  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Closed  after  advice  and  supervision  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  cases  closed  not  seen  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  attendances : — 

For  consultation  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Intelligence  test  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Treatment  interviews  only,  including  remedial 

coaching  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,041 

Number  of  children  admitted  to  Hostels  for  Maladjusted 

Children  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 
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